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Commander’s Corner
Well it's March and I can't believe it is almost spring. It sure doesn't feel like it. We've had a nasty winter and I'm sure it isn't done
with us yet.
We had great Christmas and New Year’s holidays. As usual the SAL Toys-for-Tots campaign was a big success and the Auxiliary sponsored Wreaths Across America had a terrific turnout at the Crownsville Veterans Cemetery. I'm sure Commander Kevin and President Debbie will give us the final figures in their articles. I am so proud our squadrons and unit participation in these great programs. I also want to thank our SAL and Auxiliary's support of our Post during our time of limited financial resources. They really
stepped up to the plate and supported our Post.
We had a great Superbowl Party in February as well the Daytona 500 party and the SAL sponsored Chili Cook-off. We had some great
chili cooks and everyone ate their fill. As usual we had a lot a chili lovers turn out for the contest and feast.
We have more great events coming up and this March is no exception. We just had our first Winter Formal Dinner/Dance with a
good turnout for the first one. Much thanks to our Second Vice Commander Mike Zambito and Tami Bainbridge for masterminding
this fun and delicious event. Then we had music by the band "3 to Midnight" on March 8 following the Auxiliary Dinner.
Our Post Birthday dinner is coming up on March 16. Since it is the day before St. Patty's Day, we decided to cook Corned Beef and
Cabbage for the nominal cost of $5 per person. Make sure you sign up by March 13 to be able to attend. Festivities will begin at
5:30pm.
Ed Connell has organized a Bull & Oyster Roast to be held on Saturday, March 30 from 4 to 6pm. If you haven't gotten your tickets
yet they are going fast! Tickets are available at the bar; $40 for adults and $12 for kids 11 and under. Kids 6 and under are free. We
will also be having Karaoke starting at 5pm.
Check out our Post calendar on the Post 66 website www.alpost66.org for our upcoming Friday night dinners and special events
dates and times.
Our Legion membership is on track and we should make our 90% membership goal for March or at least very close. Thank you to
those that have already renewed. If you haven't paid your 2019 membership dues, what are you waiting for? We need everyone to
renew now. Remember no one will be served at the bar or be able to attend any of our events without a 2019 membership
card. Most of your dues go to support Legion programs allowing the Legion to continue supporting our Vets in need.
Hope everyone has survived the cold Winter blues to emerge into the Spring sunshine warmth.
For Community, State and Nation,
Commander Brian Goldman
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National Commander’s Visit
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S.A.L. Squadron 66
As you can see on our calendars for the upcoming months, there are a lot of events happening at Post 66 this year. New ideas have
sparked interest, new faces showing up all the time that are interested in joining the S.A.L. This is great! Keep it going! One of the best
ways to keep up with events is to visit www.alpost66.org and join the Post 66 email list.
The great dinners are always worth catching, come out and enjoy the Steak and Cheese Subs, Half Baked Chicken, Fish Fry and all the
other dinners hosted at Post 66.
I would like to go back a bit to December and thank all the people
that helped with the Toys for Tots drive. We had a caravan of trucks
to go shopping with 8,000 dollars. That was fun! We couldn’t have
done all of that without the wonderful donations from Judy McCoy
and her friends. THANK YOU JUDY!
Our annual Chili Cook-off was on February 9th and was a great turnout and delicious! Thanks to all who contributed, competed, judged,
helped, and sang. It was a great night. There were some great pots
of chili. First place went to Ed Connell and People’s Choice to Marie
Scott.
Moving on to March??? Yes, March is here, and we have a couple
dinners I know you won’t miss; the Steak and Cheese Subs on the
12th and the Fish Fry on the 15th. Please bring your friends and family out to the legion.
As a reminder: Our annual dues for 2019 are still $15. Please mail your dues or, even better, come to the Post to pay.

Kevin McMeans
Commander, Squadron 66

2019 Chili Cook off
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Auxiliary Unit 66
Hello everyone, I hope you have survived this crazy cold weather. I’ve been told that we may have less stinkbugs this
coming summer because of the extreme cold we have had, yea…less bugs ! LOL. Hopefully spring is on the way and
we can welcome flowers and everything good that comes with warm weather.
On December 16, a very cold and rainy morning, we had about 35 people from our legion family show up to lay
wreaths on the graves of our departed veterans at Crownsville Veterans Cemetery and participate in the Wreaths
Across America program. I would like to thank everyone who worked so hard this past year to make this such a huge
success. It certainly takes a very large workforce to accomplish this year after year. Also I am very proud of the fact
that in addition to Crownsville, we took on the task of laying wreaths at Ascension Church Cemetery on the graves of
all the veterans there as well. We researched and found 13 interred there. However, as this is a very old cemetery, we
uncovered 3 more while we were cleaning up around the graves. We were honored to have Father Larry and other
church members participate in our ceremony with us. Thank you to Father Larry for granting us the access to these
long forgotten veterans.
We had a great Sunday afternoon making fleece blankets for the Prince Georges county foster care system. These
blankets are given to children as they are processed into foster care. So much love goes into these blankets every year,
we hope that it is somehow felt by a child when they wrap up in these comfort blankets. Great job ladies!
With the promise of Spring weather we will be planting a patch of poppies at our post. I am hoping to bring a
renewed interest in the poppy program by growing our own display of poppies. Planting day to be determined
by the weather. Stay tuned.
Memorial Day this year the Auxiliary will be creating a memorial of flags along our front fence. Each flag will
be sold for $5.00 and will have a memorial tag displaying the name of a veteran you would like to honor. These
flags will be displayed for a week, starting the Friday before Memorial Day. Sales will begin on April 15 th.
Let’s cover the whole length of our fence and show our thanks to our departed veterans once again!
We will be participating in the annual City of Bowie Memorial day parade. The junior ladies will again build a float.
Plan to come and show what a 100th Anniversary Legion celebration looks like.
Some upcoming notable dates for the Auxiliary:
3/20 Auxiliary meeting
3/24 Creative Arts Festival at the Bowie Center for the Performing Arts (15200 Annapolis Rd. Bowie, MD 20715)
3/29 Auxiliary Spaghetti Dinner
3/30 The Legion Bull and Oyster Roast
3/31 A Day for God And Country Greenbelt Post 136
4/07 Children’s Easter Party Sunday from 2-4pm egg hunt, games, food and the Easter Bunny.
Just a reminder, if you haven’t paid your 2019 dues yet, please get them in soon. We have a goal to meet and we are
close, but not there yet. Every membership counts. Our meetings are always the 3 rd Wednesday of the month, come
and join us!
Enjoy the warming weather, the first day of spring is just a few days away!
God Bless America,
Debbie McMeans
President, American Legion Auxiliary Unit 66
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Wreathes Across America 2018

Children’s Christmas Party 2018
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Blankets for Prince Georges County Foster System

Winter Formal

(more pictures will be posted on: www.alapost66.org)
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Lots of Loot Winners!
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Community Service
Warm nights at Ascension Church: our visitors were fed, warm,
and watched football with Father Larry. Warms the heart! Thanks
to Nick, Lois, Deb and Kevin for representing AL Post 66 and helping the homeless in Bowie.

Join Us at Post 66 for...
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From the Editor
Please remember this is YOUR newsletter. All
news, pictures and ideas are welcome. Send
your items and or questions to:
patty216@gmail.com or
newsletter66@alpost66.org
Patty Hathaway

Auxiliary Chaplain’s Notes
Please contact me with information regarding hospitalizations, births, illnesses, deaths or other needs
relating to Auxiliary members. I will be happy to
send cards on behalf of our unit.
If you know of anyone needing long term contacts
such as nursing home residents and those with long
term illnesses, please let me know so we can keep
in touch with them.
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Attention Unit 66 Members
DID YOU FORGET? Your 2019 membership is due now. Please send a check,
payable to "Disney-Bell Unit 66" and mail to the Post: 9605 Old Laurel Bowie
Road; Bowie, MD 20720 - Attention: Linda L Green. PLEASE NOTE THAT
OUR DUES ARE: $30.00, SENIOR MEMBERS AND $10.00 JUNIOR MEMBERS
(18 and younger). Or you may feel free to drop your dues off at the Post and
enjoy a chilled beverage and good fellowship.
With 201 members paid to date, we are so close for goal -- 35 members
away? Check your card, is it 2019? If not, please send us your dues by
March 31, 2019. If there is a hardship, please let us know as we value our
wonderful members.
Thank you for your continued support of all of the American Legion Family
Programs.

Linda L Green
Membership Chairman
E-Mail: cjsllg@aol.com
Cell: 202-230-2431

Agnes Bowersox, Unit 66 Chaplain
301-464-9374 or jabowersox@yahoo.com
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Our American Legion in Action for Us

https://www.legion.org
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Can you believe that March is almost over? It will be APRIL before you know it!
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Our turkey shoots are drawing to a close in March...but they will be back in October!

Live Turkey Shoots Returning!

The more things change the more they remain the same.

Post 66 has been hosting weekly turkey shoots since the early 1950's and over
the years they have evolved several times over. In those early days, winners of
the shoot actually were awarded a live turkey. The winner would take the bird
home and was usually “prepped” for dinner. At some point the decision was
made to award already “prepped” birds (now frozen), which was good news to
committee members whose job it was to purchase, pen and feed those little
rascals until the day of the shoot.

But times change and the committee decided it was time to “liven things up” and therefore the return to Live Turkeys to again
be awarded to winners of certain shoots. “We expect a certain amount of kickback from the neighbors, due to the added noise
of the birds on the property,” Commander Brian Goldman said. “But that will only be for a day or so until the little devils are
terminated on Sunday.”

The shooters actually seem to be excited about the idea, too. Ronnie James, SAL member and longtime shooter said, “Who
wouldn’t want a chance to bag a live bird? It was getting a little boring winning money anyway.”

There are still some local licensing issues that need to be addressed but we never let a little regulation get in the way of a good
time.

So look forward to the sounds of gobble, gobble come October of 2019 when the new season of Real “Turkey Shoots” return.

11

Celebrate our Post Birthday and St. Patrick’s Day!
Festivities will begin at 5:30pm

Corned Beef and Cabbage

Only $5 per person
Make sure you sign up by March 13 to be able to attend
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See the flyers in the newsletter, on Facebook and at the Post for special event information.
Always check the website calendar or call the Post to confirm dates and times.
All Post meetings start at 7:30 p.m. sharp, unless otherwise noted.
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The American Legion
Disney-Bell Post 66
9605 Old Laurel-Bowie Road
Bowie, MD 20720

Happy 87th Birthday to Disney-Bell Post
Happy 100th Birthday to the American Legion!
Annual Birthday Party Saturday, March 16, 2019
14

