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and American Legion Riders.  
We have some familiar faces, 
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Officers on page 9. 
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Commander’s Call 

We publish this newsletter on 
the Post’s website.  We mail one 
copy to each Post 66 family 
residence.  If you do not need a 
mailed copy, please send a note 
to newsletter@alpost66.org   
and ask to be removed from the 
mailing list.  Getting your 
newsletter from the website 
means you will get it faster and 
save the Post printing and 
postage costs. 

Did you know it is time for your new 
year’s resolution?  That‘s right, we are 
wrapping up the 2008-2009 Legion 
year and looking at the fresh start of a 
new Legion year.  What is your new 
year’s resolution for the 2009-2010 
Legion year?  By now, the Post, S.A.L., 
and American Legion Riders have held 
their annual elections, if you missed 
the actual vote, please check page 9 in 
the newsletter to see who has accepted 
the challenge for this coming year. 

As I write this article, I am impressed 
by how much we actually 
accomplished this year and how 
important our support to the 
community really is.   
 
We have eight young men at Boys 
State this week, we hosted Flag Day 
services on June 14 with a great 
turnout from the Boy Scout and Girl 
Scout units we sponsor, we awarded 
two college scholarships this year, and 
our baseball team is about halfway 
through the season.   Add these 
activities to the work of the Auxiliary, 
S.A.L., and American Legion Riders, 
and you really see a commitment to 
the programs of the American Legion 
at Disney-Bell.  None of this can be 
accomplished without the support of 
the membership and I thank all of you 
for your time, support, and generosity. 

I want to thank everyone who 

volunteered hours of help, planned 
events, worked on Post improvement 
projects and made this a really great 
year at Disney-Bell. 

The annual Disney-Bell 4th of July 
picnic is on track with Past 
Commander J.D. Larson in charge.  
Please sign up at the Post so we have 
an advance head count and stop by for 
a great time.   
 
Convention week is July 11 – 17 in 
Ocean City followed by the joint 
installation of officers at the Post for 
2009-2010 on July 22.  The event will 
be in the pavilion this year, social time 
at 6:00 p.m., followed by dinner, and 
the program.  Dress is casual, with 
Legion shirts preferred. 

This is a short article (in the interest 
of printing costs and time).  I hope 
everyone has a great summer and 
think about that “Legion New Year’s 
resolution”. 

We missed our Department of 
Maryland 4-Star membership goal for 
2009, the 2010 membership year is 
now upon us; let’s get a head start on 
renewals. 

Yours in Service, 

Mark W. Ryan 
Commander 
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Commander  Mark Ryan 

1st Vice Commander Sonny Frank 

2nd Vice Commander Don Suloman 

Adjutant  Brian Frye 

Finance Officer  Charlie Milstead 

Chaplain  Nick Muller 

Judge Advocate  Richard Beckwell 

Historian  Brian Goldman 

Service Officer  Linda Ryan 

Sergeant-at-Arms Carlton Gillard 

Executive Committee John Delinsky 
 
   Ray Hart 
 
   J.D. Larson 

   Jr. Martin 

   Clif Morvant 

    

Post Officers 
2009 - 2010 

The American Legion 
Disney-Bell Post 66 

9605 Old Laurel-Bowie Road 
Bowie, Maryland 20720 

 
 

Phone:   301-464-9814 
Fax:   301-805-6832 
E-mail:  alpost66@comcast.net 
Website:  www.alpost66.org 
 

Disney-Bell Family News is published 
bi-monthly (6 issues per year). 

 
 
 
 
We welcome your news, ideas, suggestions, 
comments, or questions for future issues of 
the Disney-Bell Family News. 
 
E-mail us at: newsletter@alpost66.org, 
or drop it off at the Post to the attention  
of Ray Hart, Editor. 

Monthly Meeting Schedule  

• S.A.L. Squadron 66    2nd Monday  

• Post 66 - Executive Committee   2nd Wednesday  

• Auxiliary Unit 66    3rd Wednesday  

• Post 66 - Membership    4th Wednesday  

• American Legion Riders   4th Thursday  

All Meetings Begin Promptly at 7:30 p.m. 

 
POST STANDING COMMITTEES 

Committees and Special Events       Committee Leader 

Finance Committee      Charlie Milstead 

House/Entertainment Committee        Don Suloman 
     Armed Forces Day Picnic      Susan Beckwell and  
      Dick Lanham 
     Fourth of July Post Picnic      J.D. Larson and  
      Mark Ryan 
     Turkey Shoot Committee      Dan Healy 

Membership Committee      Brian Goldman 

Patriotism and Youth Committees 
     Baseball Commissioner      <vacant> 
     Flag Education      Sonny Frank and  
      Brian Frye 
     Oratorical Contest      Brian Frye 
     Scholarship      Brian Frye 
     Scouts      Linda Ryan 
     Children & Youth      Brian Frye 
     Children’s Easter Egg Hunt      Darlene Clark 
     Children’s Halloween Party      Joe and Debbie Clark 
     Children’s Christmas Party      Lois Van Sickle 

Veterans Committees 
     Honor Guard      Darby McNeill 
     Veterans Support      Toni King and Linda Ryan 
     Walter Reed Visits      Roger Goll 
     National Defense      Tom Atkins 
 

Committee Volunteer Opportunities.  Some of our committees 
need committee chairs.  All of them can use help.  If you have a little 
time available and would like to help out with one of these events, 
contact the committee leader or the Commander and express your 
interest. Send an e-mail to: alpost66@comcast.net. 
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Organizational Meetings 

Wednesday July 8 Executive Committee Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Monday July 13 S.A.L. Meeting; 7:30 p.m. (Canceled due to Convention) 
Wednesday July 15 Auxiliary Meeting (Canceled due to Convention) 
Wednesday July 22 General Membership Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday July 23 Legion Riders Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday July 29 Special Executive Committee Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday August 10 S.A.L. Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Monday August 12 Executive Committee Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday August 19 Auxiliary Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday August 26 General Membership Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday August 27 Legion Riders Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday July 4 Old Fashioned 4th of July Family Picnic 
Meats provided; please bring a dish to share. 

Tuesday-Friday July 14 - 17 Department Convention in Ocean City 

Wednesday 
(NOTE:  the 
installation 
replaces the 
Post General 
Membership 
Meeting) 

July 22 Joint Installation of Officers   
(Social, Dinner, and Ceremony)   
Please attend our annual installation of officers of the Post 
66 Family of organizations. Social at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 
7:00 p.m. and installation of the officers after dinner. This 
will take place in the pavilion.  Requested dress is casual, 
preferring Legion shirts.  
PLEASE - you MUST sign up at the bar to attend no 
later than Friday July 17, 2009. 

Post Activities and Events 
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Bar Specials 

Two for  
Tuesday    

Whiney Wino 
Wednesday  

Thirsty   
Thursday      

 
2 beers for $2 

 
2 wines for $3 

 
.50 drafts 
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The Auxiliary had a wonderful Month in May.   We 
hung Crosses bearing a Poppy in the social hall in 
memory of someone so dear to our members .  These 
were a great way of sharing our feelings about those 
who are no longer with us.  As the members 
approached me to obtain their 
Cross and Poppy, many had to 
wipe away the tears as they 
would give me the person’s name 
for the Cross. Some of the 
Crosses received more than one 
Poppy because as the members 
would come in and notice a 
Cross with someone’s name that they remember 
would add another Poppy.  Our Cross/Poppy Month 
made us celebrities because the Bowie Star 
newspaper did a wonderful front page article about 
this project.  The newspaper article is on the 
Auxiliary bulletin board.  The Auxiliary made 
$164.83 for our treasury and I wish to thank all who 
remembered someone so dear to their heart. 

The Ronnie Dove Concert was a great success for the 
Legion Family, including the Post, Auxiliary, and 
S.A.L.  The folks who helped put on the concert are 
shining STARS for a successful organized social.  
Some of the people who attended the concert joined 
the Legion Family as new members.  The Concert 
Committee received praise for how well-organized 
we were and how great the atmosphere was for such 
a great concert.  The talk is that everyone made a 
profit.  The Auxiliary can go down in history for 

having the largest turn-out for a social and probably 
made the most money to be spent on the goal of 
supporting Veterans.  I would like to thank the 
Committee for all their hard work, thank the S.A.L. 
for serving everyone food which was delicious, and 
thank the Post for providing the bar. A special thank 
you to Shirley Heilig for being the top seller of 
tickets to the concert.  The Auxiliary has already 
been asked “When will we have him again?”.   Start 
saving your money because we are planning another 
concert. 

The Auxiliary thanks all who purchased chances in 
the Mother’s Day Keepsake Chest Raffle, which was 
a great success!  The winner was David Boone, a 
Bowie resident.  He purchased his winning ticket at 
the Old Bowie Spring Fling.  A special thank you to 
Linda Healy, Shirley Heilig, and Lois Van Sickle for 
assisting with the raffle sales at the Fling. 
 
Brenda Grubb-Graham 
Sergeant-at-Arms, 2008-2009 
 
The Auxiliary met its 2008 - 2009 membership goal 
for this year.  Congratulations! 
 
Please note that there will not be a meeting in July 
due to the American Legion Convention in Ocean 
City, Maryland. 
 
Susan M. Beckwell 
Treasurer and Membership Chair, 2008-2009 

Auxiliary Unit 66 

Our Military Appreciation Picnic over Armed Forces Weekend was a great hit with Post 
members.  Thanks to all who volunteered to help and who showed up to enjoy themselves! 
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By now, you’ve probably smelled the appetizing 
smoke coming off a grill, heard the refreshing 
sound of a cold drink being popped open, and felt a 
sense of relaxation while sitting barefoot under a 

shady tree.  If you haven’t 
experienced any of the above, 
what are you waiting for?  It’s 
July already!  Of course, there’s 
always the option to forgo all of 
the above and enjoy the summer 

from the comfort of the air conditioned indoors.  
Take note however; the Post frowns upon barefoot 
bar patrons.  I’ve heard that a “no socks with 
sandals” rule is also in effect. 

Moving on to actual important news, in an effort to 
minimize the effort it takes to change names on the 
Officers Board at the Post, the S.A.L. has voted to 
keep the same officers as last year 
(and the year before).  In truth, we 
have a good bunch of individuals 
filling the ranks and thanks to 
everyone for them stepping up to 
the challenge for another year.  We 
look forward to having a fun year 
working with the Legion Family.  I hope to see 
everyone at the Installation Dinner later in July. 

 
 
 

Looking ahead, we’ll be 
holding our 14th Annual Car 
Show on September 19, 2009.  
If you’d like to enter, flyers 
and registration information 
can be found at the Post or by 
visiting www.alpost66.org.  
Pre-registration costs $12.00; otherwise, it will cost 
$15.00 the day of the show.  Registration will be 
from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon.  The show will be from 
12:00 noon – 3:00 p.m., and is free to spectators.  
There’ll be plenty of food and refreshments.  Get off 
your asphalt and come on down!  In other future 
news, the next newsletter will have information 
about our Annual Crab Feast. 

A reminder that our monthly meetings are the 
second Monday of each month and start at 7:30 
p.m.  There will not be a meeting in July due to the 
American Legion Convention in Ocean City, 
Maryland.  In membership news, we will be 
starting an incentive program to recognize those 
bringing in new S.A.L. members.  This program will 
be open to any Legion Family member who recruits 
new members for the S.A.L. 

See you at the Post, 

James S. Clark, III 
Commander, Squadron 66 

S.A.L. Squadron 66  

Our Flag Day Ceremony to retire unserviceable American Flags in a dignified 
manner was well attended by our Scout troops and Post members. 
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American Legion Riders 

Well, we have had a rainy Spring, but luckily it has 
not interfered with our riding so far.  Since the last 
newsletter, we have participated in the following 
rides and activities. 
 
Bowie Memorial Day Parade.  Nine members 
participated in the Bowie Memorial Day Parade. 
Rolling Thunder.  Eight members participated in 
Rolling Thunder. 
Memorial Day Services.  Nine members 
participated in Memorial Day services at Bowie 
Veterans Memorial Park. 
COPS Ride.  Eight members participated in the 
COPS Ride, total donation $250.00.. 
Purple Heart Ride.   Six members participated in 
the Purple Heart ride, total donation $175.00. 

We have a number of rides scheduled for the 
months of June through August. 
June 27 – ALR Post 239 Poker Run  to benefit 
Fisher House. 
 

July 11 –  Freedom Salute and Welcome Home 
Ceremony in honor of the 224th ASMC. 
July 18 – ALR Post 31 Poker Run. 
July 25 –Casey Cares Ride to benefit the Casey 
Cares foundation. 
August 8 – Charlotte Hall Veterans Poker Run 
sponsored by the US Military Veterans M/C to 
benefit Charlotte Hall Veterans Home. 
August 29-30 – ALR Post 223 Scavenger Hunt. 
 
On a personal note, this will be my last newsletter 
column as the Director of the American Legion 
Riders.  I chose to not run for reelection after 
holding the position for the past 21 months.  I 
would to thank all members of the Post, Auxiliary, 
and S.A.L. for supporting the American Legion 
Riders during this time and hope that you will 
continue to support us in the future. 
 
Tom Atkins 
Director, 2008 - 2009 

Talk About Town 
Welcome to Our New and Transferred Members! 

Post member Joe Grubb, son of Brenda Grubb-Graham, has been deployed to Iraq for 1 year.  Please keep 
him in our thoughts and prayers. 

As an update on Post and Auxiliary member Toni King, she is doing better and has moved to the Crofton 
Rehab Center.  If you would like to talk with her and offer get well wishes, her telephone number is  
410-721-1000, ext. 1141. 

If you have any information that you would like to share about yourself (or any Post member), please send your e-mail to:  
newsletter@alpost66.org or drop it at the Post to the attention of Ray Hart, Editor, by August 15, 2009. 

New Legion Members 

2009 
Graciela Blackstone, Bowie 
Mark Butt, Bowie (Active Duty) 
Ray Cordell, Jr., Odenton (Active Duty) 
Jeff Glover, Odenton 
Deanna Glover, Odenton 
Karen Holk, Bowie 

2010 
Richard Bjorkland, Bowie 
Terry Lee Bjorkland, Bowie 

Paul Horton, III, Odenton 
Gustavo Mercanti, Bowie 
Jack Newbury, Bowie (Active Duty) 
Jason Riddle, Bowie (Active Duty) 
Lawrence Shaffner, Landover Hills 

Transfers 

2009 
Clarence Hatcher, Sr., Bowie 

2010 
Jaime Bisher, Bowie 



PAGE 7 DISNEY-BELL FAMILY NEWS VOLUME 2009,  ISSUE 4

“Patriotism is supporting your country all 
the time, and your government when it 

deserves it.”  Mark Twain    

“Patriotism is easy to understand in 
America. It means looking out for yourself 

by looking out for your country.”   
Calvin Coolidge 

Membership Notes 
We complete this 2008-2009 Legion year on a low 
note.  We reached only about 90 percent of our goal, 
falling about 90 members short of 3 or 4-Star 
status.  Although this breaks a record of 20 years 
standing, we have to remember in these economic 
times that even $25.00 is hard to come by for some 
people.  Although our new members and transfers 
in are high, they are outweighed by the many losses 
due to transfers out and deaths.  We also have lost 
contact with some members.  Some have said that 
they no longer want to belong to the American 
Legion, which is unfortunate, but it is better to 
have a smaller core of dedicated members. 

I want to remind everyone that although the 
American Legion membership season runs from 
July to June, membership renewal is due before 
January 1 of every year.  If you paid your renewal 
late this year, please try to get back on track this 
year.  If you just paid your 2008-2009 dues in June, 
your 2009-2010 dues are now due.  Please do not 
wait until next June to pay your dues.  You might 
want to become a PUFL (Paid Up for Life). You can 
even do it on an installment plan and then you 
don't have to remember to pay your dues or get 
renewal notices.  It will also guard against raises in 
dues, which will be coming soon. 

Let me answer a common complaint about 
membership renewal letters.  The National 
American Legion sends out the renewal letters 
starting in July.  There will be four of them over the 
Legion year until you pay or for 2 years if you don't. 
Although they have our Post return address on 
them, we are not the ones sending them.  We cannot 
stop them from being sent.  The easiest way to stop 

them is to pay your dues on the first notice.  Be an 
Early Bird! You get to come to a free dinner at the 
Post if you do and you reduce the overhead cost of 
printing and postage to your Post and the American 
Legion in sending out multiple reminders.  To my 
knowledge, there is no current method to opt out or 
quit the Legion.  It takes 2 years until you are 
dropped from the mailing.  You will automatically 
be dropped from receiving a mailed copy of the Post 
newsletter if you don't renew your dues.  As a note, 
if you do not need a mailed copy of our newsletters, 
you can get them via our website at 
www.alpost66.org.   
 
A final note before I finish my term as 1st Vice.  
Remember, membership is what keeps the 
American Legion afloat to do the continuing good 
work of looking out for our service men and women 
and their families, Congress, our flag, our youth, 
and the traditions that we hold dear.  Remember 
why you served in the military and why you joined 
the American Legion.  Keep up the good work in the 
future and continue to support our Post, The 
American Legion, our troops, and our Country (the 
land of the free and the home of the brave).  Keep 
the dream alive.  We could so easily lose it. 

Have a great summer.  Hope to see you in the fall 
and in the immortal words of roll call sergeant Phil 
(Freemason) Esterhaus (aka actor Michael Conrad) 
in the TV show Hill Street Blues,  
"Hey! Let's be careful out there".  

Brian Goldman 
1st Vice Commander 
and Legion Membership Chairperson 
2008 - 2009 

Paid Up For Life (PUFL) 
Keep a good thing going - become a Paid Up 
For Life (PUFL) member of the American 
Legion. Avoid the effects of inflation by 
never having to pay a dues increase. And if 
you carry American Legion Life Insurance, 
you’ll never risk its lapsing because you 
forgot to pay your dues. 
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Adjutant’s Corner 
Just to echo the words of the Commander, we have 
closed out the 2009 Legion Year and have already 
started on 2010.  Time really did fly.  The 2010 
membership cards are here and you should be 
receiving your renewal notices from National, if not 
already, very shortly.  If you see me at the Post 
(which is almost every day), let me know if you want 
to renew, and then you will walk out with your new 
2010 card.    

Post 66 did not reach 2008-2009  4-Star 
membership status for the first time in 21 years.  
However, we already have a good start to reach our 
goal this year (2009-2010) with several new 
members signed up.  Ray Hart signed up three new 
members; Commander Ryan signed up two new 
members and one transfer; and Joe Berizzie, Gary 
Locke, and Dick Dodd signed up one new member 
each.  If every able member of Post 66 would sign-
up at least one new member or get a member to 
transfer in, we would have no problem reaching our 
goal for 2010.  Membership is the lifeblood of the 
American Legion.  I know everyone has heard that 
before, but it is the fact. 

Two of our new members, Vietnam Veterans, were 
asked why they had never joined the American 
Legion before.  Their answer, as you may have 

heard before was, “NOBODY EVER ASKED”.  If 
you know of a Veteran who is a friend, neighbor, 
family member, or someone you just met … ask if 
they are a member of The American Legion.  I 
believe we can meet this year’s goal with the effort 
of all of you. 

I want to thank each and every one of you who gave 
it your all in recruiting last year.  We are at a 
different time than ever before.  Trying to convince 
our young Veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan to 
join is a task that all the Veteran’s Service 
Organizations are dealing with.  If we remember 
the four pillars of The American Legion (A Strong 
National Security, Taking Care of Veterans, 
Mentoring Youth, and Promoting Patriotism & 
Honor) and inform those eligible Veterans you are 
trying to recruit that those are the  American 
Legion’s vision for a strong America, we may 
succeed . 

Remember, today’s young men and women are more 
apt to go online for information concerning 
Veterans.  One of the best American Legion 
resources is at www.legion.org/veterans. 

For God and Country, 

Brian G. Frye 
Adjutant 

 

Service Officer 
   

The Post Service Officer is available to help 
with a variety of different Veterans programs.   
Some of the items they can help with includes:  

providing the proper claims forms for VA benefit 
claims; assisting with VA claim applications; 

assisting with State and Federal Burial benefits 
registration; and assisting with VA medical  

benefits registration.   
 

You can contact the Post 66 Service Officer  
by  e-mail at: ServiceOfficer@alpost66.org. 

2009 Scholarships 
As the Commander mentioned in his article, we 
awarded two college scholarships in 2009 for 
$1,250.00 each.   We would like to recognize the 
following two young men. 
 
Stephen Giler.  The James St. Aubin Memorial 
Scholarship was awarded to a BHS Navy JROTC 
Cadet.  Stephen graduated from Bowie High School 
and will attend Towson University in the fall. 

Christian Zelenka.   The James L. Pritchett, Jr., 
Scholarship was awarded to the High School  
Senior who is an outstanding Eagle Scout.  
Christian graduated from Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School and will attend the Florida Institute of 
Technology in the fall. 

“I love America more than any other 
country in this world, and, exactly for 

this reason, I insist on the right to 
criticize her perpetually.”    

James A. Baldwin 
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Post 66 
Commander   Mark Ryan 
1st Vice Commander  Sonny Frank 
2nd Vice Commander Don Suloman 
Chaplain   Nick Muller 
Service Officer  Linda Ryan 
Finance Officer  Charlie Milstead 
Historian   Brian Goldman 
Judge Advocate  Richard Beckwell 
Sergeant-at-Arms  Carlton Gillard 
Adjutant (appointed) Brian Frye 
Executive Committee John Delinsky 
    Ray Hart 
    J.D. Larson 
    Jr. Martin 
    Clif Morvant 

 
 
 
 

 
Auxiliary Unit 66 
Results pending from a special election which 
was held on June 29, 2009.   
 
S.A.L. Squadron 66 
Commander   James Clark 
1st Vice Commander  Del Billings 
Finance Officer  Darby McNeill 
Adjutant   Joe Weik 
Chaplain   Joe Clark 
Sergeant-at-Arms  Skip Powell 
Historian   Bill Milligan 

American Legion Riders 
Director   Chuck Schaefer 
Assistant Director  Richard Beckwell 
Secretary   Susan Beckwell 
Treasurer   Alvin Becraft 
Sgt-at-Arms/Road Captain Larry Oden 

2009 - 2010 Election Results 
Our congratulations to these individuals who have stepped forward to help lead the                                         

Disney-Bell Post 66 Family of organizations for another year. 
 

The Marketplace 
Publish your ad in the newsletter and reach the entire Post 66 American Legion Family. 

 
 

MEETING HALL and/or PAVILION RENTALS 

The Post 66 Meeting Hall and Outdoor Pavilion are 
available for your rental needs. 

For information contact Gidget at 301-464-9814 
 or via e-mail at:  BusinessMgr@alpost66.org 

Forms for ads are available at the Post. Mail or leave your ad request and payment at the Post to the attention of Newsletter 
Editor by: August 15, 2009, in order to be printed in the next edition. Ads cost $50.00 per issue or 6 issues for $250.00. 
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Memorial Day Weekend was filled with a number of activities to remember those who 
have served our Country.  The Post Family of organizations participated in the annual 

City of Bowie Memorial Day Parade.  The ALR participated in Rolling Thunder, an annual 
event to bring attention to the plight of POW’s/MIA’s.  The  Post Family of organizations 
participated in the annual City of Bowie Memorial Day services at Bowie Veteran’s Park.  

Each group laid a wreath to honor those who have served.  


