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Commander’s Call 

This newsletter is published on 
the Post’s website.  One copy 
is sent by mail to each Post 66 
family residence. If your resi-
dence does not need a mailed 
copy, please send a note to 
newsletter@alpost66.org   
and ask to be removed from 
the mailing list.  Getting your 
newsletter from the website 
means you will get it faster and 
save the Post  printing and 
postage costs. 

Greetings Disney-Bell Post 66 members!  
The last 2 months have been busy and 
we have completed several 
improvements around the Post home.  
The pool table has been recovered, the 
social quarters has new carpet, and a 
new children’s swing set (donated by the 
S.A.L.) will be built by the time this 
newsletter is published. 
 
Post events continue to be a great 
success.  The St Patrick’s Day Dinner 
(S.A.L.) was super and the Bull & 
Oyster Roast (S.A.L.) was outstanding.  
Our quarterly “family event” was the 
Easter Egg Hunt and Party, a great 
success even with the rain and cold.  I 
want to thank all the members for the 
great job on spring cleanup. The Post 
looks ready for a busy summer.  We 
conducted Post Everlasting Honors, one 
of our most solemn events of the year. 
 
We have also supported Bowie High 
School JROTC Drill & Ceremonies 
Competition, Bowie State ROTC Annual 
Awards Ceremony, and Boys State 
selections.  Our Boy Scouts are back on 
Tuesday night through the summer.  
Coach Ford has started gearing up for 
Legion baseball season.   
 
As you can see, we have been busy and I 
appreciate everyone’s help, time, and 
effort to make each of these events and 
programs a success. 
 
The Operational Tempo (OPTEMPO) of 
the Post will not be slowing down 
anytime soon.  Did you know there are 
only 2 months left in the Legion year?  

May and June are the busy season 
around Disney-Bell.  We will host our 
Annual Armed Forces Day Appreciation 
Picnic on Saturday May 16.  We will 
participate in the Bowie Memorial Day 
parade on May 23.  We will participate 
in Memorial Day ceremonies at Bowie 
Veterans’ Park on May 25.  We will 
accept nominations for 2009-2010 Post 
Officers during the General Membership 
Meeting on May 27.    
 
While we are busy with our traditional 
May events, the baseball team will be 
finishing up the local high school season 
and beginning practices and scrimmages 
for the Legion season.  Speaking of the 
baseball team, we are looking for help 
running the team again this year.  We 
need fans, concession stand workers, 
scorers, photographers, and “sports 
writers” to submit articles and scores to 
the Bowie Blade. 
 
June will see the Ronnie Dove Concert 
(hosted by the Auxiliary) on June 13.  
This is a major event for the Auxiliary, 
and both the Legion and the S.A.L. will 
be assisting in making this event a 
success.  The next day is the U.S. Army’s 
234th Birthday and Flag Day.  We will 
conduct our annual flag retirement 
ceremony at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday June 
14.   June 21 is Father’s Day and the 
start day for Boys State 2009.  Once 
again, the Post has sponsored a great 
group of young men to this worthwhile 
opportunity.   June 24 is Election Day 
for 2009-2010 Post Officers. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Post Officers 
2008 - 2009 

The American Legion 
Disney-Bell Post 66 

9605 Old Laurel-Bowie Road 
Bowie, Maryland 20720 

 
 

Phone:   301-464-9814 
Fax:   301-805-6832 
E-mail:  alpost66@comcast.net 
Website:  www.alpost66.org 
 

Disney-Bell Family News is published 
bi-monthly (6 issues per year). 

 
 
 
 
We welcome your news, ideas, suggestions, 
comments, or questions for future issues of 
the Disney-Bell Family News. 
 
E-mail us at: newsletter@alpost66.org, 
or drop it off at the Post to the attention  
of Ray Hart, Editor. 

Monthly Meeting Schedule  

• S.A.L. Squadron 66    2nd Monday  

• Post 66 - Executive Committee   2nd Wednesday  

• Auxiliary Unit 66    3rd Wednesday  

• Post 66 - Membership    4th Wednesday  

• American Legion Riders   4th Thursday  

All Meetings Begin Promptly at 7:30 p.m. 

 
POST STANDING COMMITTEES 

Committees and Special Events       Committee Leader 

Finance Committee      Charlie Milstead 

House/Entertainment Committee        Don Suloman 
     Armed Forces Day Picnic      Susan Beckwell and  
      Dick Lanham 
     Fourth of July Post Picnic      J.D. Larson and  
      Mark Ryan 
     Turkey Shoot Committee      Dan Healy 

Membership Committee      Brian Goldman 

Patriotism and Youth Committees 
     Baseball Commissioner      <vacant> 
     Flag Education      Sonny Frank and  
      Brian Frye 
     Oratorical Contest      Brian Frye 
     Scholarship      Brian Frye 
     Scouts      Linda Ryan 
     Children & Youth      Brian Frye 
     Children’s Easter Egg Hunt      Darlene Clark 
     Children’s Halloween Party      Joe and Debbie Clark 
     Children’s Christmas Party      Lois Van Sickle 

Veterans Committees 
     Honor Guard      Darby McNeill 
     Veterans Support      Toni King and Linda Ryan 
     Walter Reed Visits      Roger Goll 
     National Defense      Tom Atkins 
 

Committee Volunteer Opportunities.  Some of our committees 
need committee chairs.  All of them can use help.  If you have a little 
time available and would like to help out with one of these events, 
contact the committee leader or the Commander and express your 
interest. Send an e-mail to: alpost66@comcast.net. 
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Organizational Meetings 

Monday May 11 S.A.L. Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday May 13 Executive Committee Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday May 20 Auxiliary Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday May 27 General Membership Meeting; 7:30 p.m.  NOMINATIONS! 
Thursday May 28 Legion Riders Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday June 8 S.A.L. Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Monday June 10 Executive Committee Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday June 17 Auxiliary Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday June 24 General Membership Meeting; 7:30 p.m.  ELECTIONS! 
Thursday June 25 Legion Riders Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
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Post Activities and Events 

Saturday May 16 Annual Armed Forces Day Appreciation Picnic  

Monday May 25 Memorial Day Ceremonies - Bowie Veterans’ Park 

Saturday May 23 City of Bowie Memorial Day Parade 

Saturday June 13 Ronnie Dove Concert 

Sunday June 14 Flag Day Ceremonies 

Meals  

Regular meals are finished for the season.  Join us again this Fall for our scheduled dinners and  
sandwich nights.  Shrimp nights continue through the year on the second Saturday of the month. 

Nominations and Elections 
Have you thought you would like to become more 
involved in Post affairs? 

Nominations for Officers for the 2009 - 2010 
Legion year will be held during the May 27 General 
Membership Meeting. 

Election of Officers for the 2009 - 2010 Legion year 
will be held during the June 24 General Membership 
Meeting. 

Legion members may also vote at the Post home on 
Wednesday June 24 between the hours of 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.  
As with all voting, you must be a member in good standing, 
have a photo ID, and the Post Election Officer(s) must be 
able to verify your 2009 membership either by your 
membership card or on a roster.   

You must be present to vote.  There are no provisions for 
absentee, mail, fax, or proxy ballots. 
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Keeping with tradition, I’ll start off this article by 
thanking all of our volunteers who are responsible for 
making our events successful.  To the Bull & Oyster 
Roast help, way to keep the hungry hoards of people 
happy!  Most folks got their fill before the event was 
over.  Also, thanks to the Tuesday Sandwich Night 
(although the menu now encompasses much more than 
sandwiches) and the “Half-Baked” Chicken crews for 
continuing to show up week after week and month 
after month, respectively.  Because of the effort of 
volunteers like you, the S.A.L. has been able to donate 

to local charities, Veteran causes, and 
other activities that make our community 
and organization stronger.   
 
Well done!  I know we will be able to 
count on your support in the future (see 

how I worked that in there).  For those who wish to 
volunteer, we can always use your help.   
 

We work hard but have a lot of fun while doing it! 

Moving on to official business, 
congratulations to our S.A.L. 
membership for making 4-star status 
once again!  Thanks to those of you 
who have paid your dues, but if you 
have not paid yet, please do so.  It is 
also the time of year when we 
compile all of our volunteer hours and charitable 
donations to be submitted in our consolidated 
squadron report.  This report officially documents all 
of our hard work throughout the year and lets other 
squadrons know just how great ours is.  If you have 
any volunteer hours or information that can be added 
to the report, please let one of our officers know.  
Speaking of officers, it’s nomination time.  
Nominations will be held at our May meeting.  
Elections to follow in June. 

(Continued on page 5) 

The Auxiliary is holding a raffle; a Mother’s Day 
keepsake chest.  The chest contains over $100.00 in 
gift cards and many more items.  Any special lady in 
your life would enjoy receiving this chest.  Chances 
are $1.00 each or $5.00 for six. 

Don’t forget the Ronnie Dove concert on June 13, 
2009.  Tickets can still be purchased from Brenda 
Graham at 301-875-8944. 

Lois Van Sickle 
President 
 
 
Membership Notes 
Kilroy Is Missing! 
We can be very proud of our Unit; 
Kilroy is not here.  We have sent in 244 
Senior and 26 Junior members or 99.26 
percent.  

  

We ONLY need 2 more members to meet goal. Thanks 
to all who sent in their renewals.  A special thanks to 
those that recruited new members.  Our members, 
a.k.a., “the troops”, should be proud to be part of the 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 66. 

Now that our numbers are growing, we are excited 
about participating in new programs.  There are many 
new family-oriented programs for the members.  Last 
month there was the Easter Egg Hunt and Party,  
May is the Veteran’s Picnic, and there are many new 
programs in the planning stages.  
 
We have new opportunities for ALL members, and are 
looking for new ideas on how to support our Post as a 
place for the entire family. Come to the meeting on 
the third Wednesday of the month or contact any of 
the Auxiliary Officers, and tell us how you would like 
to help out. 

Susan M. Beckwell 
Treasurer and Membership Chairperson 

S.A.L. Squadron 66  

Auxiliary Unit 66 
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A reminder that the 36 Annual Convention of the 
S.A.L., Detachment of MD, will be held June 26 – 28 at 
Francis Scott Key Post 11 in Frederick.  If you are 
interested in attending as one of our delegates, please 
contact an officer for registration details.  Also, entries 
for the Detachment of MD Youth Essay Contest, which 
is open to Legion Family Junior members, are due by 
May 29.  The theme for the essay is “What my Parent’s 
Military Service means to me”.  Essays must be 
between 50 and 200 words.  Judging will be divided 
into three age groups: 9 and under, 10 – 13, and 14 
and above.  Please e-mail Dave Tatman at 
dtatman@msn.com for more information and 
submissions. 

 

 

But wait, there’s more!  Our 
monthly meetings are on the 
second Monday of each month 
starting at 7:30 PM.  If you act 
now, we won’t throw in an extra 
meeting.  Plus, as an added onus, 
 if you show up to more than 12 meetings, you will 
receive a better calendar as a gift.  I’m not done just 
yet.  If you’re one of the first members to show up at 
our monthly meetings, we’ll let you buy the first 
round.  Honest! 

See you at the Post, 

James S. Clark, III 
Commander, Squadron 66 

(S.A.L. continued from page 4) 

Finally!  Winter is finally over and spring is here.  
We’ve pulled the bikes out of storage or the garage 
and got them cleaned up for another riding season. 
 
We have had a couple of 
activities since the last 
newsletter.  In March, we had 
six bikes and seven riders 
participate in the escort of the 
224th ASMC (MDNG) from 
BWI to the Laurel Armory.  
In addition, three riders 
assisted in the preparations 
for the celebration of their 
homecoming at the Armory.  
We celebrated our third 
birthday as an American 
Legion Riders (ALR) chapter at Post during the first 
week of April.  On April 18, a number of us 
participated in the Post cleanup and then on April 
19, we rode down to Post 206 to enjoy a breakfast in 
support of the Legacy Scholarship. 
 
We have posted our official rides on the Post 
website.  In addition to the official rides, we have 
posted more social rides also.  Many of these are 
rides hosted by other ALR Chapters in Maryland.  

Since November of last year, there have been two 
get-togethers of all Chapters to discuss common 
issues and disseminate each other’s activities. 
 
Our current activities scheduled for May and June 
include the following. 
 
May 16 - Armed Forces Appreciation Day (Post) 
Memorial Day Weekend 
     May 23 - Bowie City Parade 
     May 24 - Rolling Thunder in Washington, DC 
     May 25 - Bowie Memorial day ceremonies 
 
June 14 – Concerns of Police Survivors (COPS) 
Motorcycle Ride and Post Flag Day Ceremonies 
June 21 – Purple Heart Foundation Ride to Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center 
June 27 – Participate in ALR Post 239 Poker Run to 
benefit Fisher House 
 
The ALR is a Post-level program and is open to all 
in the Legion family.  If you ride, we would be more 
than happy to have you join us.   
 
Tom Atkins 
Director 

American Legion Riders 
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Membership Notes 
This will be our last newsletter before the end of the 
membership season.  As was noted by the Commander 
we are severely behind our membership goal this year 
and very little time to make it up.   
 
On the other hand, we have had some successes.  After 
three recruiting table days at Safeway, we have had 
some positive effects.  At least one person is signing up 
and we put a face on our Post to the public.  We 
received a lot of feedback from the public and 
answered a lot of questions from veterans that need 
help that may result in more new members.  On 
Sunday April 26, we once again set up membership 

tables with the Auxiliary and S.A.L. at the Old Bowie 
Spring Fling.   
 
We are hoping to attract more Veterans to join our 
Post as well as putting ourselves out in the community 
to show our fellow citizens about our outreach 
programs and what we are about.  I hope some of our 
members stopped by to say hello.  To echo the 
Commander’s plea, we really need your help to find 
new members.  Remember, membership is all our 
responsibility.  Even getting one new member is a 
success. 

Please keep trying! 

Brian Goldman 
1st Vice Commander 

The Facilities Corner 
Just a note to thank everyone who came out to help with the Post spring clean-up. 

We are hoping to install our own septic system on site to save us money in getting  
our holding tank pumped out twice a month. 

We are also purchasing a automatic external defibrillator (AED) for the Post. 

Our cardiopulmonary resuscitation class was a great success.  Thanks to everyone who 
took the class. 

Don Suloman 
2nd Vice Commander 

As stated above, May 27 is the date we will nominate 
and June 24 is the date we will elect our 2009-2010 
Legion officers.  The Auxiliary, S.A.L., and Legion 
Riders will hold nominations and elections during the 
same months.  This is the membership’s opportunity 
to choose the leadership of the Disney-Bell Post 66 
family for the next 12 months.  All four groups need 
fresh ideas and new faces to keep the organizations 
energized and active.  If you can only attend two 
meetings a year, these are the months to participate.  
If you have a few hours a month this is the time to 
serve.  If you want change at Disney-Bell, this is the 
time to get involved. 
 
Along with the great things I have written, both 
accomplished and scheduled, there is some 
disappointing news.   
 
We are at risk of not achieving our membership goal 
for the first time in 21 years .  As I write this letter, 

we are 110 members short of our objective.  What is 
disappointing is we have 200 Legionnaires on the 
books that have not renewed; many have moved and 
not kept up their address information so we can’t find 
them.  Some have just lost interest.  If you know any 
of these individuals, please contact them and ask them 
to renew their membership.  A full list of the “missing” 
is posted in the social quarters.  Please pitch in, find a 
missing member and recruit a new member (or two!).   
The membership year closes May 22; with everyone’s 
help, there is still time to make our goal. 
  
As always, I am sure I missed something or someone 
in this article.  Every time I write these articles, I am 
amazed at how much we accomplish and what a great 
Post we have. 

Yours in Service, 

Mark W. Ryan 
Commander 

(Commander’s Call continued from page 1) 



Talk About Town 
 
Welcome to Our New and Transferred Members! 

Post member and Past Commander Tom Murphy had a heart attack on March 17, 2009.  From all reports, Tom 
is doing well. 
 
Post Commander Mark Ryan had a heart attack, was hospitalized, and is “enjoying” some lifestyle changes. 

Post Chaplain and Auxiliary Vice President Toni King has been very ill.  As of the time of the newsletter, she 
is in the hospital undergoing treatments.  Please keep her and hubbie Joe Weik in your thoughts and prayers.   

Auxiliary member Beth Delinsky has suffered a stroke.  Beth is recuperating at home.  Please keep her and 
husband John in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
A huge congratulations go to Post member Larry Oden and his new wife Dorothy Oden, who were married in 
April.  Dee has just joined the Auxiliary and the American Legion Riders.  Way to go for recruiting new 
members, Larry! 
 
If you have any information that you would like to share about yourself (or any Post member), please send your e-mail to:  
newsletter@alpost66.org or drop it at the Post to the attention of Ray Hart, Editor, by June 15, 2009. 
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New Legion Members 

Brian Aho, Odenton 
Robert Benning, Bowie 
Richard Bronson, Annandale, VA 
Jim Folmer, Bowie 
Bryan Kelly, Bowie 
Terry Meadows, Bowie 
Gregory McKenna, Odenton 
John Nesky, Columbia 
Katherine Perez, Bowie 
James Woodard, Jr., Bowie 
 
Transfers 

Charles B. Lavin, Jr 
Abraham Lincoln (and is a new PUFL!) 
Major Clarence L. Hatcher, Sr. 
Wayne B. Phillips, Sr. 

 
 

New Auxiliary Members 

Barbara Barnard, Silver Spring 
Theresa DiGregory, Bowie 
Diane Garofolo, Bowie 
Tracie Jones, Bowie 
Judith King, Bowie 
Nancy Mac Pherson, Bowie 
Renee Meyer, Bowie 
Gloria Moore, Glenn Dale 
Lyla Murray, Silver Spring 
Dorothy Oden, Bowie 
Athena Portas, Riverdale 
Jennifer Portas, Riverdale 
Aurora Schaefer, Bowie 
Cecilia Setser, Bowie 
Patricia Spencer-Smith, Bowie 
Brittany Stafford, Bowie 
Jewel Stafford, Bowie 
Sharon Stafford, Bowie 
Carla  Woods, Glen Dale 

“A successful man is one who can lay a 
firm foundation with the bricks others 
have thrown at him.”  David Brinkley 

“I don't know the key to success, but the 
key to failure is trying to please 
everybody.”  Bill Cosby  
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Adjutant’s Corner 
There are two Post members who have achieved 
significant honors.  I want to share their success 
stories with you.   
 
Major (Doctor) Kenneth Nelson, U.S. Army,  a 
Post member, is normally assigned to the Orthopedic 
Clinic at Kimbrough Ambulatory Care Center, Ft. 
Meade,  He was deployed to Iraq from August 12, 
2008, to March 3, 2009.  Major Nelson was the 
Department of Surgery Chief, 115th Combat Support 
Hospital, Camp Cropper, Victory Base Complex, near 
the Baghdad International Airport.  Major Nelson’s 
duties included managing the operating room staff 
who treated many locals, individuals who planted 
IEDs and “lost”, to treating and surgically repairing 
poorly healed wounds from the Iran/Iraq war from the 
1980’s.  Welcome Back Major Nelson and we thank 
you for a job well done! 

Post Member Staff Sergeant Henry Wilson, U.S. 
Army, is assigned to the Kimbrough Ambulatory Care 

Center, Ft. Meade.  He was selected as the Non-
Commissioned Officer of the Year for the North 
Atlantic Region Medical Command (NARMC) Board 
which was held February 26 to March 3 at Fort Lee, 
Virginia.  The competition was a 6-day event that 
included: the Army physical fitness test, urban 
orienteering (day and night), warrior tasks, M16 zero 
and qualification, short range marksmanship, 
two mystery events, an essay, a written test, and an 
oral board.  SSG Wilson did not win every event, but 
was at least second!  SSG Wilson moved on to the 
Medical Command Board at Ft. Lewis, Washington, 
after that.   A grueling 1-week event, SSG Wilson did 
well, but did not win.  Officials only released the name 
of the winner, an NCO from the Pacific Medical 
Command.  We know Henry was a close second!  
Congratulations SSG Wilson, this is “The U.S. Army 
Year of the NCO”! 

For God and Country, 

Brian G. Frye 
Adjutant 

Disney-Bell Post 66 Commander Mark Ryan 
congratulated P.F.C. Timothy Welsh, of the Bowie 
Police Department, when he was awarded “The 
American Legion Disney-Bell Post 66 Law 
Enforcement Officer of the Year”. 

The American Legion has always fostered a strong 
sense of law and order and has always held law 
enforcement agencies in the highest regard.  The 
major aim of The American Legion Award is to “select 
a well-rounded law enforcement officer who has 
demonstrated a distinct pattern of community service, 
above and beyond assigned duty requirements.” 

Officer Welsh has 5 years of police experience and 
resides in Bowie with his wife and two children.   
He is a member of the U.S. Marine Corps active 

reserve and was deployed to Iraq in 2004.  He is a 
member of the ministry at the New Shiloh Baptist 
Church and is active with numerous youth sports 
programs. 

Bowie Police Department Lieutenant Richard 
Wohkittel said, ”Officer Welsh is an example of 
“Community First” attitude both in his personal and 
professional life.  The Bowie Police Department is 
fortunate to have an Officer and person of his caliber.” 

Disney-Bell Post 66 agrees and is supremely honored 
to name Officer Welsh as our first Law Enforcement 
Officer of the Year. 

Richard Beckwell 
Judge Advocate 

Law Officer of the Year 
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Maryland Department Commander Gail Murdock was 
pivotal in establishing the first American Legion Rider 
Chapter located at Post 293 in Waldorf.   
 

Because of his fervent belief in the value that the 
American Legion Riders bring to the American Legion, 
and his continued support of the program within 
Maryland, the American Legion Rider Program now 
has 23 chapters with more coming. 

The Commander was given an “Honorary” 
membership into Post 66 American Legion Riders with 
a riding vest that identifies him as a “Supporter.”  He 
was also given his road name, which he will be known 
by his fellow riders:  “Moose”, of course. 

Maryland Department Commander Gail Murdock also 
received a Certificate of Appreciation from Post 66 
American Legion Riders. 

Richard Beckwell  
Assistant Director, American Legion Riders  

  

Legion Riders Honor Gail Murdock 

Find a Word Puzzle 
Troops and Their Transport 

 

Army 
Navy 
AirForce 
Marines 
CoastGuard 
Reserves 
AircraftCarrier 
Airplane 
Destroyer 
Dinghy 
Helicopter 
Hummer 
Jeep 
Jet 
LandingCraft 
Parachute 
Ship 
Submarine 

 L A N D I N G C R A F T C H R  
 E D C M M H Y D M S H D D E B  
 H N H O U A F V E J E T I L X  
 X L I M A A R V A S V R N I U  
 X T M R F S R I D N R L G C E  
 Q E K O A E T E N A L R H O C  
 R R W M S M S G C E Z Q Y P R  
 R J P E G T B T U P S U I T O  
 Y M R A R E F U I A P Y R E F  
 X Z V O X A V H S U R J U R R  
 V Z Y G R W S M R C T D H J I  
 W E D C E T U H C A R A P F A  
 R V R A I R P L A N E G E B N  
 W I I O G K Y I H K S X E E F  
 A D A S C E G H W U Y Y J A A 
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The Marketplace 
Publish your ad in the newsletter and reach the entire Post 66 American Legion Family. 

 
 

Your Ad 
Could Be Here ! 

Forms for ads are available at the Post. Mail or leave your ad request and payment at the Post to the attention of Newsletter 
Editor by: April 15, 2009, in order to be printed in the next edition. Ads cost $50.00 per issue or 6 issues for $250.00. 

Bar Specials 

Two for Tuesday    Whiney Wino 
Wednesday  

Thirsty   
Thursday      

 
2 beers for $2 

 
2 wines for $3 

 
.50 drafts 

   

Paid Up For Life (PUFL) 
Keep a good thing going - become a Paid Up For 
Life (PUFL) member of the American Legion. 
Avoid the effects of inflation by never having to pay 
a dues increase. And if you carry American Legion 
Life Insurance, you’ll never risk its lapsing because 
you forgot to pay your dues. 

 

This trip to DOVER for the race is a joint venture 
between Greenbelt Post #136 and Post #66.   

We need 50 people to sign-up and tickets are 
going FAST (and turn left).   

If you are interested in going on this trip, which 
has been a blast in the past, then please contact 

the Post to sign up as soon as you can! 
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Things to See and Do 
 

We are fortunate to live in an area that offers a huge 
amount of our Country’s history.  Eight of our 
American Presidents lived and owned homes in the 
Virginia area.  Four of the more famous include 
George Washington (Mount Vernon), Thomas 
Jefferson (Monticello), James Madison (Montpelier), 
and James Monroe (Ash Lawn-Highland).   
 
Here is some information about these four historical 
estates in case you are interested in visiting any of 
them during an easy day trip.  The homes and their 
grounds are all open to the public for moderate fees. 

Mount Vernon.  Mount Vernon, located in nearby 
Mount Vernon, Virginia, as well as being a home and 
gardens, is a huge educational complex.  You can also  
purchase tickets for a “National Treasures Tour”, 
which is an hour-long walking tour with behind the 
scenes information about areas where “National 
Treasure 2:   Book of Secrets” was filmed and how the 
locations were used during Washington’s time.  While 
you’re in the area, don’t forget to visit George 
Washington’s Distillery and Gristmill, right down the 
road.  Obviously, George Washington, the “Father of 
Our Country”, was our first President.  For more 
information, go to:  www.mountvernon.org/ 

As an aside, George Washington’s Birthplace National 
Monument is located in the Northern Neck of Virginia.  
For more information, go to:  
http://www.nps.gov/gewa/ 

 

Monticello.  Monticello, located in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, exemplifies many novel architectural and 
progressive gardening features.  Jefferson began 
building Monticello when he was twenty-six years old. 
Jefferson maintained Monticello as his home 
throughout his life, always expanding and changing 
the house.  Thomas Jefferson was the author of the 
Declaration of Independence and the third President of 
the United States.  For more information, go to:  
www.monticello.org/ 

Montpelier.  Montpelier, located in Orange, Virginia, 
was the lifelong home of James Madison, Father of the 
Constitution, architect of the Bill of Rights, and fourth 
President of the United States.  It has recently 
undergone extensive renovation and is now fully 
reopened to the public.   For more information, go to:  
www.montpelier.org/ 
 
Ash Lawn-Highland.  Ash Lawn-Highland, located 
in Charlottesville, Virginia, was purchased by James 
Monroe because of his friendship with Thomas 
Jefferson.  Monroe held more major offices than any 
other President, including U.S. Senator, Minister to 
France/England/Spain, Governor of Virginia, Secretary 
of State and of War, and fifth President of the United 
States.   For more information, go to:  
www.ashlawnhighland.org/ 
 
If you are visiting the Charlottesville, Virginia, area, 
and looking for an appropriate historical venue for 
lunch, consider the Michie Tavern, a Virginia Historic 
Landmark.  After eating in a 1784 tavern, you can 
take a tour of the rest of the historical building. 

Service Officer 
   

The Post Service Officer is available to help with 
a variety of different veterans programs.   

Some of the items they can help with includes:  
providing the proper claims forms for VA benefit 

claims; assisting with VA claim applications; 
assisting with State and Federal Burial benefits 

registration; and assisting with VA medical  
benefits registration.   

 
You can contact the Post 66 Service Officer  
by e-mail at: ServiceOfficer@alpost66.org. 

Post Everlasting was held on Saturday, 
 April 25, to honor the members of the Post 66 
Family who passed away during the last year. 
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Members of the American Legion Auxiliary 
unveil the plaque at the American Legion 
Birthday Dinner posthumously honoring 
long-time member Anna Thompson for  

her service to the Post. 

(above) 

The Junior Honor Guard and their members 
make their debut at the American Legion 

Birthday Dinner. 

(below) 


