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Commander’s Call 

This newsletter is published on 
the Post’s website.  One copy 
is sent by mail to each Post 66 
family residence. If your resi-
dence does not need a mailed 
copy, please send a note to 
newsletter@alpost66.org   
and ask to be removed from 
the mailing list.  Getting your 
newsletter from the website 
means you will get it faster and 
save the Post  printing and 
postage costs. 

I hope everyone had a great holiday 
season and is ready for the challenges 
of 2009. 

Pat Lamb did a great job with the 
Toys for Tots campaign again.  The 
Marines picked up four van loads of 
toys from the Post on December 19.  
The Post Christmas Eve buffet was 
wonderful.  Thank you Joe and Debbie 
Clark for the work and time you put 
into the event.  The Post New Year’s 
Eve “pot luck” was also an enjoyable 
evening.  I look forward to seeing 
everyone at Post events this year, 
starting with the Super Bowl party on 
February 1, and  the Daytona 500 
Party on February 15, 2009. 

As you know, we have been conducting 
100 percent membership checks as you 
enter the Post.  I know this can be an 
inconvenience; however, it is a 
requirement of our organization and 
we are searching for those members 
who forget to renew for 2009.  We still 
have a long way to go in order to meet 
our membership goals.   If you have 
not renewed for 2009, this will be your 
last Post newsletter. 

Don’t forget Sunday mornings.  The 
Auxiliary is hosting the weekly 
breakfast every Sunday morning at 
8:00 a.m., followed by our Turkey 
Shoots beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Turkey 
Shoot Chairperson Dan Healy and his 
committee are doing a great job and 
have made a number of improvements 
to the program. 

Do you have your ticket for the TV 
raffle for a 65-inch Mitsubishi DLP-
HDTV?  The proceeds will help pay off 
the new one in the social quarters.  
The winner will be drawn at the end of 
the Super Bowl, see the details later in 
this newsletter. 

I was asked to shorten my 
“Commander’s Call” input this month.  
The Finance Officer mentioned 
something about the environment but 
I think he is trying to keep the costs 
down.  We try and put out weekly  
e-mail updates to everyone and you 
can sign up by going to our web page. 

I want to thank everyone who helps 
with the functions, donations, and 
daily events around the Post and I 
invite all members to actively 
participate in this great organization. 
Let’s have the best Disney-Bell Post 66 
year ever in 2009. 

As always, if you have any questions 
or concerns please feel free to e-mail 
me at: cdrpost66@comcast.net. 
 
Yours in Service, 
 
Mark W. Ryan 
Commander 
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Post Officers 
2008 - 2009 

The American Legion 
Disney-Bell Post 66 

9605 Old Laurel-Bowie Road 
Bowie, Maryland 20720 

 
 

Phone:   301-464-9814 
Fax:   301-805-6832 
E-mail:  alpost66@comcast.net 
Website:  www.alpost66.org 
 

Disney-Bell Family News is published 
bi-monthly (6 issues per year). 

 
 
 
 
We welcome your news, ideas, suggestions, 
comments, or questions in future issues of 
the Disney-Bell Family News. 
 
E-mail us at: newsletter@alpost66.org, 
or drop it off at the Post to the attention  
of Ray Hart. 

Monthly Meeting Schedule  

• S.A.L. Squadron 66    2nd Monday  

• Post 66 - Executive Committee   2nd Wednesday  

• Auxiliary Unit 66    3rd Wednesday  

• Post 66 - Membership    4th Wednesday  

• American Legion Riders   4th Thursday  

All Meetings Begin Promptly at 7:30 p.m. 

POST STANDING COMMITTEES 

Committees and Special Events       Committee Leader 

Finance Committee      Charlie Milstead 

House/Entertainment Committee     Don Suloman 
     Armed Forces Day Picnic      <vacant> 
     Fourth of July Post Picnic      <vacant> 
     Turkey Shoot Committee      Dan Healy 

Membership Committee      Brian Goldman 

Patriotism and Youth Committees 
     Baseball Commissioner      <vacant> 
     Flag Education      Sonny Frank 
      Brian Frye 
     Oratorical Contest      Phoebe LeMaster 
      Brian Frye 
     Scholarship      Phoebe LeMaster 
     Scouts      Linda C. Ryan 
     Children & Youth      Brian Frye 
      Phoebe LeMaster 
     Children’s Easter Egg Hunt      <vacant> 
     Children’s Halloween Party      <vacant> 
     Children’s Christmas Party      Lois Van Sickle 

Veterans Committees 
Honor Guard      Darby McNeill      
Veterans Support      Toni King 
      Linda Ryan 
Walter Reed Visits      Roger Goll                            
National Defense      Tom Atkins 
224th AMSC Event Sponsors      Legion Riders 

Committee Volunteer Opportunities.  Some of our committees 
need leadership and all of them can use help. If you have a little 
time available and would like to become more involved with your 
Post, contact the committee leader or the Commander and express 
your interest. Send an e-mail to: alpost66@comcast.net. 



PAGE 3 DISNEY-BELL FAMILY NEWS VOLUME 2009 ,  ISSUE 1

 

Organizational Meetings 

Monday January 12 S.A.L. Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday Janaury 14 Executive Committee Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday January 21 Auxiliary Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday January 22 Legion Riders Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday January 28 General Membership Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Monday February 9 S.A.L. Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday February 11 Executive Committee Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday February 18 Auxiliary Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday February 25 General Membership Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday February 26 Legion Riders Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
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Post Activities and Events 

Sundays January and 
February 

Auxiliary Breakfasts; 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
Post Turkey Shoots; 9:00 a.m. - Noon-ish 

Saturday January 31 S.A.L. Chili Cook-Off 

Sunday February 1 Superbowl Party 

Saturday February 14 S.A.L. Sweetheart Dance 

Sunday February 15 Daytona 500 Party 

Meals  

Tuesdays January and 
February 

Sandwich Night - S.A.L.; 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Friday January 2 Steak/Shrimp Night - Honor Guard; 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Friday January 9 Dinner - Auxiliary; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Saturday January 10 Shrimp Night; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday January 16 Half Baked Chicken Dinner - S.A.L.; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday January 23 Fish Fry Dinner - Post; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday February 6 Steak/Shrimp Night - Honor Guard; 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Friday February 13 Dinner - Auxiliary; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday February 14 Shrimp Night; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday February 20 Half Baked Chicken Dinner - S.A.L.; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday February 27 Fish Fry Dinner - Post; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
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Greetings!  I made it to 2009 and haven’t been 
censored for any of my newsletter article 
submissions. (Yet!!! Editor)  I consider that a victory 
and a challenge for the new year! 
 
I hope you enjoy reading about our upcoming events 
as much as I do writing about them.  We have a 
busy year ahead of us so let’s get started.  Happy 
New Year! 

Our first event is our Annual Chili Cook-Off on 
January 31.  As usual, there is a mild and hot 
category with three winners in each category.  
Entries should be dropped off by 12:00 Noon.  
Judging will begin at 1:00 p.m., followed by hoardes 

of people eating more chili than they should.  The 
entry fee is $5.00, which includes two tickets, and 
will be collected when you arrive with your entry.  
Please sign up at the Post.  All others not entering 
chili can pay $5.00 at the door and taste them all.  
It’s sure to be a blast (during and especially 
AFTER!).  From my previous article, you’ll know 
that I have a secret ingredient up 
my sleeve that’s sure to get the 
judges drooling.  On a completely 
unrelated note (that’s sarcasm), I 
can’t believe how fast shipping is 
from South America. 

(Continued on page 5) 

The Unit 66 membership has answered the call to 
service and sent in their renewals. We have received 
21 Junior and 199 Senior renewals to date or 81 
percent.  This exceeds the Department goal of 80 
percent before the February DEC meeting.  Thanks 
to all who sent in the renewals promptly.  The 
Seniors will be in the bar book on January 1, 2009. 
 
 

I will be contacting the members who have not yet 
renewed.  Please return your membership dues to 
the Post as soon as you can. Senior dues are $12.00, 
Juniors are $2.00. Do your part to help us make 100 
percent before the February meeting. 
 
Susan M. Beckwell 
Treasurer and Membership Chairperson 

S.A.L. Squadron 66  

Auxiliary Unit 66 

Walter Reed Visits 

He’s an American hero! 
 
His name is Isaac and he is a medic from Alaska.  
Isaac and two of his buddies were clearing houses in 
the Tikrit area of Iraq when an I.E.D. exploded 
when they entered a building.  He bandaged his two 
buddies and then realized that he too was seriously 
injured.  A large portion of his thigh had been blown 
away and his left wrist and arm were broken.  All 
three were subsequently evacuated and are now 
recovering at Walter Reed Army Medical Center.  
Isaac claims he was just doing his job, but the four 
visitors from Post 66 know that he’s a hero.  We 

were proud to meet and talk with him and the other 
warriors that have sacrificed to keep us safe and 
free. 
 
You too can meet these heroes.  Our next visit is 
scheduled for Thursday February 29, 2009.  Sign up 
at the bar or call me at 301-262-8589 to go. 
 
As a postscript, thanks to Giant and Office Depot at 
Freestate Mall, PNC Bank at Fairwood Greens, 
Walmart and other corporate sponsors for their 
generous donations that we delivered to the soldiers 
during recent visits to Walter Reed. 
 
Roger Goll 
Walter Reed Visit Coordinator 



PAGE 5 DISNEY-BELL FAMILY NEWS VOLUME 2009 ,  ISSUE 1

American Legion Riders 

Well, old man winter has come at last.  For the next 
couple of months, the American Legion Riders 
doesn’t have any planned riding activities.  We do 
plan to have social activities, including our annual 
holiday party on January 10, 2009.  We will also 
hold our regularly scheduled meetings on the fourth 
Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m.  Anyone who is 
a Post Family member and owns or rides a 
motorcycle is welcomed to attend the meetings to 
see if they would like to join. 

Until Spring, I’d like to wish you a healthy and 
happy holiday season.  Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year to you all. 
 
Tom Atkins 
Director 

Next up is our Sweetheart Dance on February 14th.  
Finally on the same night as Valentines Day!  

Spend the night listening to 
music from the DJ, dancing, 
munching on snacks, and 
being close to the one you 
love.  All this for the low 
price of $10.00 per ticket.  
With all the money you 
save, you can afford to buy 

a card, a dozen roses, a box of chocolates, and 
tickets to one of our future events.  Nothing says “I 
love you and want to spend the rest of my life with 
you” like tickets to an S.A.L. event! 

With that said, be on the lookout for information 
about our Bull & Oyster Roast coming in the 
March/April newsletter.  There’s also a rumor that 
fire breathers, dancers in grass skirts, and a roasted 
pig are in the mid-year forecast. 

For those having Tuesday Sandwich Night 
withdrawal, you’ll be happy to hear that they are 
back after the staff’s team building retreat to 
Hawaii (actually, it was just their holiday break).  
They are well rested and waiting for your orders!  If 
you’ve forgotten, times are from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m., no 
reservations needed, and takeout orders are 
accepted.   

Also, our “Half-Baked” Chicken 
Dinners are continuing as usual.  
Our chicken wrangler has tracked 
down and secured a bountiful 
supply of the seasoning (once 
thought discontinued) that makes 

these birds the best you’ve tasted.  If you don’t 
believe me, come try for yourself on the third Friday 
of the month from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  Sign up at the 
bar.  Takeout orders are accepted. 

Start the year off right and come join our regular 
monthly meetings on the second Monday of each 
month starting at 7:30 p.m.  I hope to see some new 
faces in 2009.  This just in from the Detachment of 
MD meeting:  the Youth Essay Contest is open to 
S.A.L. and Junior Auxiliary members (three age 
groups).  The theme for the essay is “What my 
parent’s military service means to me”.  Please visit 
the Post for more information (the entry deadline is 
May 29, 2009). 

In closing, I’d like to add a brief thank you to those 
who helped my wife and I with the hall and food 
preparations for my mother-in-law’s 50th B-day 
party held at the Post last month.  Without being 
asked, you graciously offered your help and it was 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 

See you at the Post, 

James S. Clark, III 
Commander, Squadron 66 

(S.A.L., Continued from page 4) 

Paid Up For Life (PUFL) 
Keep a good thing going - become a Paid Up For 
Life (PUFL) member of the American Legion. 
Avoid the effects of inflation by never having to pay 
a dues increase. And if you carry American Legion 
Life Insurance, you’ll never risk its lapsing because 
you forgot to pay your dues. 
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Membership Minutes 
Welcome and Happy New Year to all our current 
and new Post 66 members.  2008 has come and gone 
and our Legion year is now half over.  We've made 
all our membership goals so far putting us at 75 
percent renewals.  Our 2009 membership goals are 
looming and we are still a little over 200 members 
short of making our 4 Star goal.  We have many 
members falling by the wayside because they don't 
feel that the Post is anything more than a “drinker's 
club.”  That is far from the case.   

Post 66 members are a community of caring and 
fun-loving families that do good for our Veterans, 
our local community, and our Country, and so 

should you.  Make your New Year’s resolution to 
come in and be a part of our Family and bring yours. 
Don't forget to bring a non-perishable donation for 
the Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry for those less 
fortunate in our community that have fallen on hard 
times. Keep the holiday spirit going. 
 
Please say hello and welcome aboard to the new and 
transferred members to our Post in the last 2 
months listed in the “Talk about Town” on the next 
page of the newsletter. 
 
Thanks and GOD Bless to all, 

Brian Goldman 
1st Vice Commander 
and Legion Membership Chairperson 

The Facilities Corner 
Just a note in this newsletter to the Post members. 

We recently had our first indoor “G.I. party”. It was 
a great success.  We cleaned the social room and 
the restrooms. I want to thank everyone who came 
out and helped this be a success.    

After the New Year, I plan on having one more 
party. This will be to clean the meeting room and 
pool room. I hope the turnout will be as good as the 
first one. Thanks to all who volunteered their time. 

Have a Safe and Happy Holiday, 

Don Suloman 
2nd Vice Commander 

Turkey Shoots 

Turkey shoots continue through March every 
Sunday at the Post, starting at 9:00 a.m., behind 
the Pavilion.  The cost is $66.00 for 18 shots.  You 
bring the 12-guage shotgun, and we supply 
everything else (targets, ammo, and prizes).  The 
prizes include turkeys (of course!), bacon, pork, 
and $$$!  Come on out for a chance to win some 
great prizes and bragging rights.   
 
Before starting the Turkey Shoots, come on out 
for a home-cooked breakfast prepared by the 
Auxiliary.  The price for your meal varies, 
depending on how hungry you are!  Enjoy a great 
meal and at the same time, help to support the 
Auxiliary’s programs.  
You don’t have to enter 
the Turkey Shoot to come 
hungry and enjoy a 
delicious breakfast! 
 

NOTE!!!   
The individual member registration for the 

American Legion Aggregate Electric Co-Op 
(ALAEC) has been postponed.  We expect to hear 

some good news in early February 2009.   
We will keep everyone informed. 

NOTE!!!   
The Post Service Officer is available to help 
with a variety of different veterans programs.   
Some of the items they can help with includes:  

providing the proper claims forms for VA benefit 
claims; assisting with VA claim applications; 

assisting with State and Federal Burial benefits 
registration; and assisting with VA medical  

benefits registration.   
 



Talk About Town 
 
Welcome to Our New and Transferred Post 66 Members! 

We are saddened to announce the death of Legionnaire Catherine E. Stevens. 

Post 66 member Edward B. Wiese transferred to Post Everlasting.  The viewing was at Evans Funeral 
Home on Wednesday, October 29, 2008.  Legion services were also held.  He is the son-in-law of Philip 
"Gib" Werhman, Past Commander of Post 196 in Forestville.   
 
Post member Harlan Tucker was recently honored by the City of Bowie for 30 years of service on their 
recreation committee.  He has served as committee chairperson since 1984. 
 
Auxiliary member, Brenda Grubb-Graham is sharing her smiles and happiness for her son, Joe M. 
Grubb,III, who is also a Legion member at Disney-Bell Post 66.  Joe enlisted in the Army, 7 years ago.  
June 1, 2008, he was promoted to the rank of Captain.  December 11, 2008, he graduated from the 
University of Louisville, degree Bachelor of Science, with a major in Workforce Leadership and Military 
Science, minor.  He will spend Christmas at home with the family before heading to Iraq or Afghanistan.  
CONGRATULATIONS Captain Joe from mom, Brenda Grubb-Graham 

Auxiliary member Karen Perez has accepted a new position as a systems analyst and transferred to Iraq 
at the end of November.  Her contract will keep her there for 1 year.  There is the possibility that spouse 
Manny (Post member) may be joining Karen in Iraq.  Post member Xianna Perez also moved to Florida in 
November. 
 
If you have any information that you would like to share about yourself (or any Post member), please send your e-mail to:  
newsletter@alpost66.org or drop it at the Post to the attention of:  Ray Hart by February 15, 2009. 
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Sarah and Sean Baker of Wheaton, MD 
John R. Gillespie of Bowie, MD 
John N. Hall of Bowie, MD 
Todd Howe of Crofton, MD 
William L. Johnson of Bowie, MD 

Mark Larkowski of Glen Burnie, MD 
Manuel Padilla-Montosinos of Odenton, MD 
Morris Fedrick Schultz of Odenton, MD 
Gerald E. Slohan of Bowie, MD 
Anna C. Stull of Baltimore, MD 

Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry 

PLEASE HELP!  

There is a continuing need for donations to the Bowie Interfaith 

Food Pantry.  Food (boxed and canned non-perishable items), 

paper products (paper towels, tissues), baby items (disposable 

diapers, wipes) are in great need all year long. Bring these items 

to the Post, and drop them off in the white plastic container in 

the social quarters under the popcorn machine.  Alternately, if 

you can donate money, please drop it off at the Post in an 

envelope marked “Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry”.   

Thanks for all of your support! 

Donations Needed! 

Walter Reed Army Medical Center 

and Charlotte Hall Veterans Home  

We continue to make regularly scheduled visits to Walter Reed 

Army Medical Center and Charlotte Hall Veterans Home.  We 

are in need of gently read books, current magazines, and 

toiletries for the soldiers recuperating at Walter Reed and the 

soldiers residing at Charlotte Hall..  Please bring these items to 

the Post, and drop them off in the clear large plastic container in 

the social quarters under the popcorn machine. 

They thank you in advance! 
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Adjutant’s Corner 
The calendar year 2008 has come to a close, but the 
2008-2009 American Legion Year continues until 
June 30, 2009.  For those Legionnaires who have 
not paid their 2009 dues, your Post privileges are 
suspended effective January 1, 2009.  National will 
soon begin to take actions which could suspend your 
Legion Magazine and might result in being removed 
from the rolls.  
 
The simple solution is to pay your 2009 dues now 
and prevent any administrative hassle. Just make a 
$25.00 check payable to The American Legion and 
mail it to: Post 66, 9605 Old Laurel-Bowie Road, 
Bowie Maryland 20720, Attn: Adjutant.  

If you are not sure if your dues are current, contact 
me at: 301-728-4393.  You can also email an inquiry 
to me at: adjpost66@comcast.net.   
 
There will also be a delinquent listing posted by the 
front door of the Post.  This request will probably be 
echoed by 1st Vice Commander Goldman, but at this 
newsletter print time, there were over 200 members 
who had not renewed. Last year we were a “4 
Star Post” for the 20th year in a row.  Why Not 
Make It 21!!! 

For God and Country, 

Brian G. Frye 
Adjutant 

 

WASHINGTON (October 30, 2008).  Veterans and 
active-duty military not in uniform can now render 
the military-style hand salute during the playing of 
the national anthem, thanks to changes in Federal 
law that took effect this month. 

“The military salute is a unique gesture of respect 
that marks those who have served in our nation’s 
armed forces,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Dr. James B. Peake. “This provision allows the 
application of that honor in all events involving our 
nation’s flag.” 

The new provision improves upon a little known 
change in Federal law last year that authorized 
veterans to render the military-style hand salute 
during the raising, lowering or passing of the flag, 
but it did not address salutes during the national 
anthem.  Last year’s provision also applied to 
members of the armed forces while not in uniform. 

Traditionally, members of the nation’s veterans 
service organizations have rendered the hand-salute 
during the national anthem and at events involving 
the national flag while wearing their organization’s 
official head-gear. 

The most recent change, authorizing hand-salutes 
during the national anthem by veterans and out-of-
uniform military personnel, was sponsored by Sen. 
Jim Inhofe of Oklahoma, an Army veteran.  It was 
included in the Defense Authorization Act of 2009, 
which President Bush signed on October 14, 2008. 

The earlier provision authorizing hand-salutes for 
veterans and out-of-uniform military personnel 
during the raising, lowering or passing of the flag, 
was contained in the National Defense 
Authorization Act of 2008, which took effect 
January 28, 2008. 

New Law Authorizes Veterans’  
Salutes during National Anthem 

Veteran’s Day - November 11, 2008 
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Challenge Coins  
The following story, which dates the history of military 
coins back to the First World War, was passed on 
throughout the network of senior enlisted Marines via 
e-mail. 
 
During World War I, American volunteers from all 
parts of the country filled the newly formed flying 
squadrons. Some were wealthy young men who left 
colleges such as Yale and Harvard in order to enlist in 
the military.  
 
In one squadron, a wealthy lieutenant ordered solid 
bronze medallions embossed with the squadron 
emblem for every member of his squadron. He carried 
his medallion in a small leather sack about his neck. 
 
Shortly after acquiring the medallions, the lieutenant’s 
aircraft was severely damaged by ground fire during a 
mission. He was forced to land behind enemy lines 
where he was captured by a German patrol.  
 
In order to discourage his escape, the Germans took all 
of his personal identification except for the small 
leather pouch around his neck.  
 
He was eventually taken to a small French town near 
the front lines where he managed to escape during a 
night bombardment. During the attack, he donned 
civilian clothes and fled without personal 
identification. 
 
After escaping, the brave pilot succeeded in avoiding 
German patrols until he reached the front lines. With 
great difficulty, he crossed no-man's land and 
stumbled into a French outpost.  Unfortunately, the 
French in this sector had been plagued by German 
saboteurs, who sometimes masqueraded as civilians 

and wore civilian clothes.  Not recognizing the young 
pilot's American accent, the French thought him to be 
a saboteur and made ready to execute him.  
 
Just in time, the American remembered his leather 
pouch containing the bronze medallion. He showed the 
medallion to his would-be executioners. When the 
French captors recognized the squadron insignia on 
the medallion, they gave the pilot enough time to 
confirm his identity. Instead of shooting him, they 
gave him a bottle of wine. 
 
Eventually the pilot made it back to his squadron, 
where it became a tradition to ensure all members 
carried their medallion or coin at all times. 
 
This was accomplished through a challenge. A service 
member would ask to see the coin. If the challenger 
could not produce his coin, he was required to 
purchase a drink of choice for the member who had 
challenged him.  
 
If the challenged member produced his coin, then the 
challenging member was required to pay for the drink.  
 
This tradition continued through the war and for 
many years after while surviving members of the 
squadron were still alive. 
 
Today, military service members often trade these 
coins while deployed. In some cases a coin can be 
earned meritoriously for a job well done.  
 
Regardless of how they are acquired, the history of the 
challenge coin remains a part of military tradition. 

Tom Atkins 
Executive Committee 

Blue Star Tree Lighting Ceremony and Early Bird Dinner - November 15, 2008 
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The Marketplace 
Publish your ad in the newsletter and reach the entire Post 66 American Legion Family. 

 
 

Your Ad 
Could Be Here ! 

Forms for ads are available at the Post. Mail or leave your ad request and payment at the Post to the attention of Newsletter 
Editor by: February 15, 2009, in order to be printed in the next edition. Ads cost $50.00 per issue or 6 issues for $250.00. 

Daytona 500 Party 
Every year we get better and better.  Even if you 
are not a race fan, you are guaranteed to have a 
great time of fun, food, and racing at the Third 
Annual Post 66 Daytona 500 Party.  This year, all 
proceeds will support Operation Freedom Car, a 
project that both helps our troops and American 
Legion Racing.  For every $100.00 we make, a 
donation of personal hygiene products will be sent 
to our troops serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.  And 
as if that weren’t enough, everyone attending the 
party will have an opportunity to have their name 
on the 76 Freedom Car for the entire racing season.  
That’s right!  On the car itself for anyone and 
everyone to see for the entire 2009 racing season.  
Wow, what a trip! 

Tickets are only $30.00 and include: draft beer, 
reduced drink prices, continuous buffet table, cash 
prize drawings every 25 laps, and much, much, 
more.  There will also be raffles for great prizes, 
racing pool tabs, 50/50's, pools, and other stuff, too. 

The party will begin at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
February 15, 2009, and end at the checkered flag.  
Tickets will go on sale at the Post on January 1, 
2009.  This party and fund-raising event has quickly 
become one of our more popular activities and last 
year, we almost sold out.  Don’t be left out in the 
cold in February… come to the Post on race day 
where the action will be hot! 

Your party host, 

J.D. Larson 

 

Super Bowl TV Raffle 
Mitsubishi WD 65735 DLP-HDTV 
65-inch, 1080p, 16:9, 1920 x 1080 

Tickets $10.00 each. 
Drawing will be held at the end of the Super Bowl Party. 

Proceeds used to purchase a new TV for the Post. 
Purchase your ticket at the Post. 
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Things to See and Do 
Here are several out-of-town activities to visit or 
think about during the cold winter months.  
 
Coast Artillery Museum (Cape Henlopen State 
Park, Delaware).  During World War II, what is now 
Cape Henlopen State Park was Fort Miles, the largest 
U.S. Army Coast Artillery installation on the Atlantic 
Coast.  With a mission of defending the mouth of 
Delaware Bay from German Navy attacks on 
Philadelphia-Wilmington-Trenton, Fort Miles pointed 
the Army's biggest guns seaward: 16-inch, 12-inch, 8-
inch, 6-inch and 90mm pieces during a time when 
German submarines and commerce raiders operated 
just offshore.  A Coast Artillery Museum is currently 
under development by a partnership of the Fort Miles 
Historical Assn. and Delaware Parks.  An open-air gun 
park displaying several of the big guns is already 
available for close, hands-on inspection and a 12-inch 
gun on an authentic mount, installed in the original 
wartime bunker, may also be visited.  Eleven of the 
Fort's original concrete fire control towers still stand 
and one can be climbed for a great view of the ocean 
approaches to Delaware Bay.  Reenactments and 
artillery firing demonstrations are held several times 
per year.  Cape Henlopen State Park is on the ocean 
very close to Lewes and Rehoboth Beach, Delaware.  
For more information: www.fortmilesha.org and at: 
www.fortmiles.org.  (Our thanks to Post Member Bill 
Grayson for this submission!) 
 
Air Force Museum (Dayton, Ohio).  The National 
Museum of the Air Force is located adjacent to and on 
the grounds of Wright Patterson Air Force Base in 
Dayton, Ohio.  This is a huge facility and includes 
airplanes from the various eras in wars and conflicts, 
including space flight.  You have to take a bus to go to 
a secured area on the Base to view past Presidential 
aircraft and the R&D wing.   

Plan on spending at least a full day touring this 
facility.  The museum is free, and is open from 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 7 days a week. The museum is closed 
on Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's Day.  
For more information:  www.nationalmuseum.af.mil. 
 
Mighty 8th Air Force Museum (Savannah, 
Georgia).  The Eighth Bomber Command (later 
redesignated as the 8th Air Force in February 1944) 
was activated as part of the U.S. Army Air Forces in 
1942, at Hunter Field in Savannah, Georgia.  The 
headquarters was taken to England to prepare for its 
mission of conducting aerial bombardment missions 
against Nazi-occupied Europe. During World War II, 
the 8th Air Force became the greatest air armada in 
history. By mid-1944, it had reached a total strength of 
more than 200,000 people.  Estimates are that more 
than 350,000 Americans served in it during the war in 
Europe. The 8th  Air Force became known as the 
"Mighty Eighth".  The 8th Air Force is currently 
headquartered at Barksdale Air Force Base in Bossier 
City, Louisiana.  For more information:  
www.mightyeighth.org. 

Naval Museum (Hampton Roads, Virginia).  The  
Naval Museum is located within the Nauticus 
Building in Hampton Roads (Norfolk area), Virginia.  
Admission is free and the museum is open  daily from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. from Memorial Day through 
Labor Day. All other times of the year it is open 
Tuesday through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., Sunday Noon to 5:00 p.m., and closed on 
Monday  The Battleship Wisconsin is berthed at the 
nearby dock where you can tour it during warmer 
months and good weather.  For more information:  
www.hrnm.navy.mil. 

224th ASMC Update 
The 224th Medical Company from Laurel, with 85 
soldiers, deployed to Iraq in May.  This fall, we 
started shipping care packages to them.  The Post 
Family has shipped a total of 25 boxes of goodies 
since then. Nine of these 25 boxes (110 pounds) 
were shipped at Christmas for some holiday cheer! 
 
We also were very fortunate that a corporate 
sponsor, Harley-Davidson of Washington, DC,  
Fort Washington, Maryland, shipped 55 brand new 

Harley-Davidson t-shirts (Ray and Jan Hart had 
already sent 30 to the 224th).  Harley also shipped 
several boxes of other goodies to the 224th to help 
support this cause.   

Here’s a BIG thank you to Harley-Davidson of 
Washington, DC, for their support of our soldiers 
serving in Iraq. 

We are winding down this effort because we just 
received word that the Company will be returning 
home towards the end of January.  We welcome the 
224th ASMC soldiers home! 

“Do not wish ill for your enemy, plan it.”   

Anonymous 
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2008 Toys for Tots Campaign. 
We had another VERY successful Toys for Tots campaign this year.  

Many thanks to all who donated toys and especially to those who came 
out to help load the goodies for the Marines to transport to the children.  

We couldn’t have done it without you! 


