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continue 
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Commander’s Call 

This newsletter is published on 
the Post’s website.  One copy 
is sent by mail to each Post 66 
family residence. If your resi-
dence does not need a mailed 
copy, please send a note to 
newsletter@alpost66.org   
and ask to be removed from 
the mailing list.  Getting your 
newsletter from the website 
means you will get it faster and 
save the Post  printing and 
postage costs. 

Greetings Disney-Bell Family,  
 
I can’t believe we are already one-third 
of the way through the Legion year.  
The last 4 months have been busy and 
enjoyable.  We hope that you have 
started to see improvements around 
the Post.  The House Committee has 
been working hard and the many 
results show.  For the details on 
everything that’s been done, please see 
2nd Vice Commander Don Suloman’s 
article on page 7. 

The S.A.L. finished out the summer 
months with their largest Car Show 
ever and a fantastic Crab Feast.  
Congratulations to Commander 
Jimmy Clark and all of the S.A.L. 
members who made these annual 
events a success. 

Friday night dinners are in full swing 
and Tuesday Sandwich night is up and 
running.  See the dates and menus in 
this newsletter.  The Post survived its 
first attempt at Fish Fry Night.  A 
couple of under-cooked fish filets were 
reported, but we are learning and 
promise to improve! 

The Children’s Halloween Party was a 
great success.  This annual event 
provides a safe, fun, evening for the 
children of the Post and the local “Old 
Bowie” neighbors.  This is the type of 
event that lets the community know 
what the American Legion is all about.  
We are planning more of these events 
this year and can always use a hand. 

 

Sundays are busy at the Post.  The 
Auxiliary is hosting the weekly 
breakfast every Sunday morning at 
8:00 a.m., followed by our Turkey 
Shoots beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Turkey 
Shoot Chairperson Dan Healy and his 
committee are doing a great job and 
have made improvements to the 
program. The afternoons are Redskins 
and NASCAR time.   

As busy as the past months have been, 
it was only the “warm up” for the 
surge.  The next 4 months are full of 
key Legion events.  On November 11, 
at 11:00 a.m., the Marine Corp League 
will host Veteran’s Day memorial 
services at Bowie Veteran’s Park in 
Old Bowie.  The event will be followed 
by a reception at the D.A.V. on 
Maryland Route 197. I hope to see a 
large number of “blue hats” present 
that day. 

November 15 will be a full day at the 
Post.  Starting at 4:30 p.m., we will 
light our “Blue Star Christmas Tree” 
followed by a short reception (hot cider 
and cookies).  This is the second year 
for the Blue Star Christmas Tree; 
everyone in the community is invited 
to hang an ornament on the tree to 
honor a service member (current or 
past service). 

 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Post Officers 
2008 - 2009 

The American Legion 
Disney-Bell Post 66 

9605 Old Laurel-Bowie Road 
Bowie, Maryland 20720 

 
 

Phone:   301-464-9814 
Fax:   301-805-6832 
E-mail:  alpost66@comcast.net 
Website:  www.alpost66.org 
 

Disney-Bell Family News is published 
bi-monthly (6 issues per year). 

 
 
 
 
We welcome your news, ideas, suggestions, 
comments, or questions for the next issue 
of the Disney-Bell Family News. 
 
E-mail us at: newsletter@alpost66.org 
or leave it at the Post to the attention  
of: Ray Hart. 

Monthly Meeting Schedule  

• S.A.L. Squadron 66    2nd Monday  

• Post 66 - Executive Committee   2nd Wednesday  

• Auxiliary Unit 66    3rd Wednesday  

• Post 66 - Membership    4th Wednesday  

• American Legion Riders   4th Thursday  

All Meetings Begin Promptly at 7:30 p.m. 

POST STANDING COMMITTEES 

Committees and Special Events       Committee Leader 

Finance Committee      Charlie Milstead 

House/Entertainment Committee     Don Suloman 
     Armed Forces Day Picnic      <vacant> 
     Fourth of July Post Picnic      <vacant> 
     Turkey Shoot Committee      Dan Healy 

Membership Committee      Brian Goldman 

Patriotism and Youth Committees 
     Baseball Commissioner      <vacant> 
     Flag Education      Sonny Frank 
      Brian Frye 
     Oratorical Contest      Phoebe LeMaster 
      Brian Frye 
     Scholarship      Phoebe LeMaster 
     Scouts      Linda C. Ryan 
     Children & Youth      Brian Frye 
      Phoebe LeMaster 
     Children’s Easter Egg Hunt      <vacant> 
     Children’s Halloween Party      <vacant> 
     Children’s Christmas Party      Lois Van Sickle 

Veterans Committees 
     Honor Guard      Darby McNeill      
     Veterans Support      Toni King 
      Eddie Thompson 
     National Defense      Tom Atkins 
     224th AMSC Event Sponsors      Legion Riders 

Committee Volunteer Opportunities.  Some of our committees 
need leadership and all of them can use help. If you have a little 
time available and would like to become more involved with your 
Post, contact the committee leader or the Commander and express 
your interest. Send an e-mail to alpost66@comcast.net. 
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Organizational Meetings 

Monday November 10 S.A.L. Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday November 12 Executive Committee Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday November 19 Auxiliary Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday November 20 Legion Riders Meeting; 7:30 p.m.- Rescheduled Date 

Wednesday November 26 General Membership Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Monday December 8 S.A.L. Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday December 10 Executive Committee Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday December 17 Auxiliary Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday December 24 General Membership Meeting; 7:30 p.m.- Cancelled 
Thursday December 25 Legion Riders Meeting; 7:30 p.m. - Cancelled 
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Post Activities 

Sundays November and 
December 

Auxiliary Breakfasts; 8:00 a.m. 
Post Turkey Shoots; 9:00 a.m. 

Saturday December 20 Children’s Christmas Party 

Wednesday December 24 Christmas Eve Party 

Wednesday December 31 New Year’s Eve Pot-Luck Party 

Saturday November 15 Post Early Bird Dinner; 7:00 p.m.; you must RSVP by 
Wednesday if attending.  Social before; 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday November 15 Blue Star Tree Lighting; 4:30 p.m.  
with light refreshments afterwards 

Meals  

Friday November 7 Steak/Shrimp Night - Honor Guard; 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Saturday November 8 Shrimp Night; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Friday November 14 Fried Chicken Dinner - Auxiliary; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday November 21 Half Baked Chicken Dinner - S.A.L.; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday November 28 Fish Fry Dinner - Post; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday December 5 Steak/Shrimp Night - Honor Guard; 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Friday December 12 Baked Ziti Dinner - Auxiliary; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday December 13 Shrimp Night; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday December 19 Half Baked Chicken Dinner - S.A.L.; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Friday December 26 Fish Fry Dinner - Post; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Tuesdays November and 
December 

Sandwich Night - S.A.L.; 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
(except December 23 and 30) 
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This is my favorite time of year.   
Things have changed colors and 
are falling to the ground (no, I’m 
not talking about closing time at 
the Post).  Of course, I’m 
referring to the leaves and cold 
weather that are creeping in.  
With the end of the year in sight, I began thinking 
back to all the events that have made this past year 
such a success.  With a dedicated group of 
volunteers and the support of the Legion family 
coming out to our functions, we really have had one 
great year. 

Regarding recent events we’ve had, I’d like to thank 
all the volunteers and those who came to see some 
of the finest examples of shiny sheet metal ever to 
roll across the parking lot.  This year marked our 
13th Annual Car Show and it turned out to be one 
of our most successful.  Many of the participants 
have already expressed interest for next year’s 
show!  Also, our Annual Crab Feast was held in the 
pavilion for the first time and we couldn’t have 
asked for better weather.   
 
If you missed either of these events, be sure to save 
a spot on next year’s calendar. 

(Continued on page 5) 

We welcomed two transfers to our Post Auxiliary 
Unit in August, Jean A Wayland and Catherine 
Hezik.  We look forward to your  participation and 
enjoy your presence at our meetings. Four more 
applicants are under review and we hope to 
recognize them in our next publication.  It is a 
welcome sight to see more members participate at 
our Auxiliary meetings.  Thank you for your 
contribution and input. 

We ask for your support, looking forward to raising 
monies with focus on family team building. The 
Auxiliary plans on raising money for a swing set for 
the upcoming spring and summer outdoor events. 
The Auxiliary is contributing monetary donations 
to Team Johnson (to send their grooming products 
to troops in Iraq and Afghanistan), Blankets of 
Hope, the breast cancer Walk for a Cure, and 
Thanksgiving and Christmas care baskets to the 
ambulatory care center on Fort Meade. 

The dinners on our calendar include the following.   
There will be a fried chicken dinner on November 
14, the Post’s Early Bird Dinner on November 15,  
and baked ziti dinner on December 12  We hope you 
will sign up at the bar and support our efforts of 
family team building this year. 

The Halloween Party on October 25 was a 
smashing success as all facets of the Post pulled 
together in support of the event. The hard work and 
volunteerism of all members ensured a positive 
reflection upon American Legion Post 66.  The 
pictures are updated on the Post’s website and the 
Post bulletin board for viewing. 

Turkey Shoot season is upon us.  As the growing 
list at the bar fills up, so do the requests for 
breakfast.  We hope to see and fill the bellies of all 
the expert shooters and other hungry Post members 
as this paramount fund raising event takes light.  
Best of luck to you all! 

We would like to recognize Brenda Grubb-Graham 
for her continued efforts toward raising funds for 
disabled and hospitalized Veterans by accepting 
contributions for paper poppies made by 
hospitalized Veterans. This wildflower became a 
symbol of World War I after a bloody battle in a 
field of poppies called Flanders Field in Belgium. 

Phoebe LeMaster 
Secretary, Unit 66 

S.A.L. Squadron 66  

Auxiliary Unit 66 
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American Legion Riders 

Well, unfortunately, our riding season is coming to a 
close.  We have had a busy season and have gotten 
in a lot of riding with a lot of miles under our 
wheels.   During the past few months we have 
ridden approximately 8,200 miles and donated 
$3738.00 to various charities.  With the Post 
matching some of our funds, the total amount 
donated was $5738.00.  Our monies benefited the 
following organizations. 

The Fisher House 
The Armed Forces Foundation 
The Police Athletic League 
Casey Cares Foundation 
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home 
American Legion Riders of Post 223 
The American Legion Legacy Scholarship fund 
Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry 
Concerns of Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.) 

We managed to get in some fun rides along the way.  
We have ridden to Solomons Island and the Catoctin 
Mountains for lunch, a couple of trips to the 
Chesapeake Bay for brunch, and one ride to 
Gettysburg National Military Park. 

While the bikes may be going into storage or the 
garage for the winter, we plan on keeping busy with 
the Children’s Halloween Party, Toys for Tots , and 
the Blue Star Christmas Tree. 

The American Legion Riders of Post 66 would like to 
thank all of the members of the Post for their 
support this year.  We could not have done what we 
did if we did not have your backing. 
 
Tom Atkins 
Director 

Friday Night “Half Baked 
Chicken” dinners are 
underway on the third Friday 
of each month, through April 
from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  Please 
sign up the Wednesday prior 
to the dinner.  For $9.00, you’ll 
get more chicken than you can shake a stick at, 
mashed potatoes, gravy, mixed veggies, and a roll.  
Please leave your sticks at home … it’s impolite to 
shake your stick in public!  Also, Tuesday 
Sandwich Night is every Tuesday from 5:00 – 7:00 
p.m.  There are many choices on the menu 
including newly added healthier options (grilled 
chicken sandwich, chicken Caesar salad, and 
grilled steak salad, to name a few) and all are 
reasonably priced.  No reservations are needed.  
Sandwich night will run thru April; however, food 
will not be served on the December 23 or 30.  
Remember, you can place your order to-go! 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to get your tickets 
for the Christmas train raffle.  
You have two options to choo-
choo-choose from: one ticket 
for $1.00 or six for $5.00.  The 
drawing will be held following 
our chicken dinner on 
December 19.   
 
Looking a bit farther ahead into 2009, our Chili 
Cook-Off is coming in January.  Start practicing 
your winning recipe while you’re snowed in.  I 
already have my secret ingredient picked out! 

In closing, please remember to pay your dues for 
2009.  The Early Bird deadline of November 11 is 
approaching.  Also, our regular monthly meetings 
are the second Monday of each month and begin at 
7:30 p.m.  Enjoy the holiday season with friends 
and family.  See you at the Post! 

James S. Clark, III 
Commander, Squadron 66 

(S.A.L., Continued from page 4) 
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The evening will continue with our Early Bird 
Dinner.  Social hour will start at 6:00 p.m., followed 
by dinner at 7:00 p.m.  Remember to be eligible for 
the Early Bird event, you must pay your 2009 dues 
prior to November 11, 2008.  Seating is limited to 
100 so don’t forget to sign up.  The Auxiliary has 
promised us a great meal.  This is a casual attire 
event (Legion shirt, slacks, etc). 

We are planning a small Thanksgiving Day buffet 
for members who do not have other options for the 
holiday.  Social quarters will be open, shortened 
hours, but there will be time to watch a football 
game, have a snack, and share time with friends.  
Watch for flyers around the Post or check your 
“66enews” e-mails. 

The Auxiliary is hosting the children’s Christmas 
Party on December 20, complete with food, Santa, 
clowns, and fun for all.  Pre-sign up is required. 

We will have our Christmas Eve party again this 
year.  Heavy snacks and beverage specials will be 
available on Christmas Eve.  Social quarters hours 
will be 12:00 noon to 10:00 p.m. 

December will wrap up with our News Year’s Eve  
pot-luck party.  The Post will provide party favors 
and decorations.  Social quarters hours will be 12:00 
noon to 2:00 a.m. 

I know we are all feeling the pain of the current 
economy and the lack of discretionary funds.  Please 
try and remember there are others who have even 
less.  In early November, the local scouting units 
will leave a bag on your front door.  This event is the 
annual “Scouting for Food” drive that supports the 
Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry.  The Post also has a 
basket in the social quarters for donations.  The 
annual USMCR Toys for Tots drive is up and 
running.  Donate an unwrapped toy to the Post for 
this wonderful effort.  If you can’t get out to shop, 
cash donations will be accepted and Santa’s helper, 
Pat Lamb of the S.A.L. will do the shopping. 

We are still collecting new greeting cards, birthday 
cards, Christmas cards, and other holiday cards for 
our members in the 224th ASMC deployed in Iraq.  
We have shipped five boxes of assorted cards and 
toiletries to date and need to continue this great 
support to our members. 

Things will continue at a fast pace in 2009.  The 
Super Bowl party is already planned.  We might 

even see if Past Commander J.D. Larson will run a 
Daytona 500 party again this year.  No pressure 
J.D.!  Many other events are on the planning board. 

The Post is holding a raffle for a 65-inch Mitsubishi 
DLP HD television to help pay off the new one in the 
social quarters.  The winner will be drawn at the 
end of the Super Bowl.  See the details about the 
television raffle on page 15. 

The Honor Guard is still looking for a few new 
members, please contact Darby McNeill if you are 
interested.  See the details on page 9. 

Membership is a little slow this year.  Although we 
are meeting National and Department objectives, we 
are behind our totals from this time last year.  
Please renew your annual dues as soon as possible.  
I know $25.00 seems like a lot of money right now, 
but you will save that and more with the purchase of 
one pair of glasses, a new cell phone, or an appliance 
purchase at Sears.  These are just a few key 
discounts you have as a member of the American 
Legion.  We hope a new membership benefit 
available in 2009 will be the Maryland American 
Legion Electricity CO-OP. If this program is 
negotiated, every member in good standing will be 
able to join and save more than your annual dues 
many times over.  Last but not least, we are working 
on our 21st consecutive year as a Department of 
Maryland 4-Star membership post, this year’s goal 
is 971 Legion members in good standing for 2009. 

I want to thank the many Disney-Bell family 
members who are making this a great year.  The 
Legionnaires, Auxiliary members, S.A.L. members, 
and those dual status types (American Legion 
Riders and Honor Guard) who always step up to 
make events a success.  I invite everyone to attend a 
meeting and see what great things are being done 
around the Post and for the community.  I also want 
to thank the members who work in the social 
quarters for enduring the changes and new tasks we 
have implemented. 

It is my honor to serve as your Commander this 
year.  It is a whirlwind office and I might even have 
it figured out by the end of my year.  If you have any 
questions or concerns please feel free to email me at: 
cdrpost66@comcast.net. 

Yours in Service, 
 
Mark W. Ryan 
Commander 

(Commander’s Call, continued from page 1) 
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Membership Minutes 
Dear fellow Post 66 members, I hate to nag but … 
 
This will be my last chance before the end of the 
year to speak to you all en masse.  Membership 
renewals these past 2 months have dwindled down 
to a precious few a week.  I just finished licking the 
stamps on 350 renewal notices that our Post had to 
send out because a large number of you have not yet 
renewed your membership for 2009.  
 
We are currently at about 600 renewals so far, or 
about 61 percent of our membership goal. It costs 
only $25.00 once a year but only $4.50 of that comes 
back to our Post, which doesn't even cover the cost 
of this newsletter.  So you can see we aren't getting 
rich off your dues, but just the opposite. What we 
need is your support. Please do your part and if you 
haven't renewed for 2009 yet, please do so as soon as 
you can. Also if you know another Veteran that isn't 
a member yet, sign him or her up. New members are 
our lifeblood to replace those that have left our 
midst. 

 
Don't forget you can save time and postage and 
renew online through our website at: 
www.alpost66.org/membership/online-renewal.htm.  
Remember, without a 2009 membership card you 
will lose your privileges at all American Legion 
posts on January 1, 2009. 
 
To those 600 plus of you (especially our PUFLs) that 
have already paid their dues, may I say “thank you 
very much”! 
 
So your mission Jim should you choose to accept it is 
to save us more envelopes and postage and my poor 
tongue from any more licking.  As usual should you 
or any of Post members decide not to pay their dues, 
the Post will disavow any knowledge of your 
membership.  Membership Impossible. 
 
Thanks and GOD BLESS and Happy Upcoming 
Holidays to all, 

Brian Goldman 
1st Vice Commander 
and Legion Membership Chairperson 

The Facilities Corner 
I just want to thank everyone for giving me a 
chance to work with our team. 

Over the last few months, we have completed 
several projects to help make our Post a better 
home.  
 
Thanks to our Executive Committee, we have 
installed new energy-efficient thermostats, motion 
detectors for the lighting in our restrooms, new 
concrete sidewalks, an exhaust fan in the turkey 
shoot building, and our parking lot was sealed and 
restriped.  We also upgraded our television service 
to Comcast cable with high-definition, and it 
includes the sports package.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At the last meeting, the Executive Committee 
approved the purchase of a new 65" television for 
the bar area.  We have received and are installing it 
as the newsletter goes to press. 

Thanks to S.A.L. member Billy Crook for doing all 
the electrical work for the Post at no charge. A 
special thanks to our House Committee for 
recommending these changes.  

I just want to thank everyone for their support and 
involvement in these changes! 

Don Suloman 
2nd Vice Commander 
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Adjutant’s Corner 
You probably thought I was going to harp on 
membership.  Well … please renew NOW!!!   
‘Nuf said! 

November and December are busy times for 
everyone.  I personally would like to wish everyone 
a Happy and Safe Holiday Season! 

By the time most of you read this newsletter, 
Election Day (November 4) will have come and 
gone.  I would hope each and every one of you took 
advantage of your right and voted.  A resolution was 
made and The American Legion was placed on 
record at its Second Annual National Convention in 
Cleveland, Ohio in 1920, to urge all American 
Legion men to become qualified voters and fully 
discharge their patriotic duty.  At that time, the 
Legion determined that the democratic republic was 
threatened by an apathetic populace who chose not 
to participate in our Country’s electoral process.  
Let this not happen again - Always Get Out and 
Vote! 

Veteran’s Day is November 11.  Every year, as most 
of you know, the Veterans’ Service Organizations of 
Bowie share the responsibility to host the Veteran’s 
Day Service at the Old Bowie Veteran’s Park.  This 
year, the service will be conducted by the Marine 
Corps League.  The service starts promptly at 11:00 
a.m.  Always remember…11 (November the month), 
11 (the day), 11 (the year 1911).  If you are not sure 
of the significance of 11/11/11, ask a Veteran. 

For those who have served and their families, 
Veteran’s Day is a special day that should be 
observed by all Americans.  Veterans are a special 
breed.  And the funny thing is, you didn’t have to 
serve in combat or a crisis to know that what you 
did when you were drafted, enlisted (active duty or 
reserves), were a Reserve Officer Training School 
Grad, a Military Academy Grad, or another Officer 
Training Course Grad, you did what you did … For 
Your Country.  You [and they] served in the 
military of these United States. 

We say “thank you” when a store clerk hands us 
change.  We wave “thank you” when a motorist 
yields us the right of way.  We thank our friends 
when they pay us compliments.  If you think about 
it, we probably use the words “thank you” or some 
variation of it at least a dozen times a day.  When 

you ask young men and women to endure great 
hardships, drastically change their lifestyles and 
possibly give their lives for you – the words “thank 
you,” seem woefully insufficient.  Simply put, we 
owe them a debt that can never be repaid.  
Fortunately, Veterans don’t ask for much. Benefits 
are a mere drop in the bucket compared to the 
financial and human cost of war.  But, nonetheless, 
we still owe them. 

Throughout the ages there remains a very unique 
closeness and camaraderie between those in the 
military, especially those who have served in 
combat together. Today in our nation, there remains 
a “brotherhood” between our male and female 
warriors.  It is an understanding of who they 
depend on, who they fight for, what they defend, 
and an absolute trust in one another. This feeling 
and motivational force lives beyond mortal life 
itself, it is timeless in its power and in its simplicity. 
It goes far beyond friendship, an oath, or patriotism. 
For those who know it, they know it well.  For those 
who haven’t had it, they can only imagine it and 
attempt to appreciate its depth.  In the end, all any 
of us can really do is appreciate them for who they 
are and to NEVER forget their service and 
sacrifices. 

So before I can’t wipe another tear from my eye, I 
will close hoping that each and every one of you, 
whether a Veteran, active duty service member, 
family member of a Vet, or just an American who 
appreciates what those men and women have done 
for us, will search them out and say “THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SERVICE”.   

For God and Country, 

Brian G. Frye 
Adjutant 

McCormick & Schmick's  
Free Meal for Veterans 
On Sunday, November 9, 2008, McCormick and 
Schmick's restaurants nationwide will serve a free 
entree from a special menu for all Veterans.  
Proper ID required (VFW card, American Legion 
card, DD Form 214, discharge papers, VA card or 
other veterans identification.)  This includes 
McCormick & Schmick's Seafood Restaurants and 
McCormick's Fish House and Bar (but not M & S 
Grill).  Suggest making early reservations.  No 
group reservations larger than 6. 
Thanks to all the Vets for their service! 
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Service Notes 

VONAPP.  What is VONAPP?  The VONAPP 
(Veterans On Line Applications) website is an 
official U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
website, that enables Veterans to apply for benefits 
using the internet. U.S. military Veterans and some 
service members within 6 months of separation 
or retirement can apply for compensation, pension, 
and vocational rehabilitation benefits.  VA forms 
currently available in VONAPP include the 
following. 

• VA Form 21-526, Veteran’s Application for 
Compensation and/or Pension.      

• VA Form 22-1990, Application for VA Education 
Benefits 

• VA Form 22-1995, Request for  Change of 
Program or Place of Training  

• VA Form 22-5490, Application for Survivors' 
and Dependents' Educational Assistance  

• VA Form 22-5495, Change of Program or Place 
of Training Survivors' and Dependents' Educational 
Assistance  

• VA Form 28-1900, Disabled Veterans 
Application for Vocational Rehabilitation 

Where can I find VONAPP?   
http://vabenefits.vba.va.gov/vonapp/main.asp 

Effective immediately, claims for VA compensation 
and/or pension benefits, education benefits  

 
and vocational rehabilitation benefits submitted 
online via VONAPP do not require your signature 
to be considered complete. The electronic 
submission of your claim is sufficient.  

Charlotte Hall Veterans Home Open House.  
Charlotte Hall Veterans Home is hosting an Open 
House on Saturday, November 8, 2008, from 10:00 
a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at Charlotte Hall Veterans 
Home, 29449 Charlotte Hall Road, Charlotte Hall, 
Maryland  20622. Please contact Charlotte Hall at 
301-884-8171 for more information. 

Veterans Musters.  The Maryland Department of 
Veterans Affairs (MDVA) is pleased to announce 
they are hosting Veterans Musters in each county 
in Maryland.  The Muster is an information fair is 
for Veterans and their families to learn about the 
benefits and services offered to Maryland’s 
Veterans by Federal, State and nonprofit agencies. 
 MDVA will have a booth with a Service Officer to 
assist with filing claims for disability and 
compensation.  Representatives from other State 
agencies, Veteran Service Organizations, Veteran 
Employment Reps, and members of local 
community organizations will also be present to 
provide information.  The event is free and open to 
the public. We will post detailed information for 
each Muster as soon as the exact date and location 
is confirmed.  Check the schedule online or send an 
e-mail to mdveteransinfo@mdva.state.md.us for 
more information. 

Eddie Thompson, Service Officer 
Linda Ryan, Assistant Service Officer   
ServiceOfficer@alpost66.org 

Honor Guard 

We would like to expand the Honor Guard, with the 
addition of a Junior Honor Guard for family 
members ages 12 to 18. We hope to give our young 
applicants the opportunity to learn drill and 
ceremony and the discipline involved in the 
commitment and dedication of serving in the Post 
66 Honor Guard. Interested applicants can go 
through the children and youth coordinators, Brian 
Frye and Phoebe LeMaster, or contact the Honor 
Guard Commander, Captain Darby McNeill. 

Members who are interested in the Honor Guard 
are welcome to join our meetings on November 5 or 

December 3 preparing for both Veterans Day and 
Pearl Harbor remembrances.  
 
In closing, a special thanks to our patrons and  
dedicated staff members as our steak night 
continues to thrive due to your support on the first 
Friday of every month. 

Please join us, the Post 66 Honor Guard, to 
remember and recognize our loved ones and fallen 
heroes during Veteran’s Day Ceremonies on 
November 11, 2008.  The ceremonies are held at 
Bowie Veteran’s Park at 11:00 a.m. 

Darby McNeill 
Honor Guard Commander 
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Talk About Town 
 
 
Welcome to Our New and Transferred Post 66 Members! 

Rich Beckwell won the Prince George’s County Commander's Public Relations Challenge by having seven 
articles published in local newspapers concerning Post events.  The prize money for the Challenge was 
$100.66, which was donated to Charlotte Hall in the name of Disney-Bell Post 66, by Prince George’s 
County Commander Kathie Linkenhoffer. 
 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy Cadet Kevin Fink has been selected to design the 2012 class ring for the 
Academy. Kevin is an Eagle Scout alumni of our Boy Scout Troop and a 2007 Boys State Graduate. 
 
S.A.L. member Michael Ryan earned a roster spot on the Division III ice hockey team for the Florida 
Institute of Technology Panthers.  Michael is an alumni of our Boy Scout Troop, an Eagle Scout, and a 
2007 Boys State Graduate. 

Clif Morvant had appendix and colon surgery in September.  

Dick Lanham has been diagnosed with Stage 2 Lyme Disease, but is doing better. 

Paul Horton had minor surgery, and is doing well. 

Pat Hardy was hospitalized in October.  At press time, his condition was unknown. 

Cindy and Clif Morvant would like to welcome their second grandchild within 7 weeks of the first.  
Sydney Anne Maneely was born September 4, 2008, weighing in a 8 pounds, 6 ounces, 21 1/2 inches long.  
Sydney, Dad Brian, and Mom Katie are all doing great.  Cindy and Clif are so lucky to have two healthy 
grandchildren, a boy and a girl.  

Linda and Dan Healey are very proud to announce the birth of their new granddaughter, Lyla Rae 
Murray, who came into the world on September 5, 2008, at 8:15.  Mom Joanne and baby are doing great, 
as is Dad Tommy Murray.  Lyla is also our newest and youngest Auxiliary member; welcome aboard little 
soldier! 

 
If you have any information that you would like to share about yourself (or any Post member), please send your e-mail to:  
newsletter@alpost66.org or drop it at the Post to the attention of:  Ray Hart by December 15, 2008. 

Martin Y. Brym, Bowie 
Liza T. Bullen, Oxon Hill 
Timothy B. Holman, Bellevue, Nebraska 
Albert Latimore, Mitchellville 
Kyle W. McDonald, Carol Springs Florida 
Aliver J. Minall, Bowie 
James M. Morrissey, Bowie 
David R. Mullikin, Glen Burnie 

Paul and Emily Pierce, Bowie 
Tonia Pierce, Bowie 
Gerald W. O'Barr, Bowie 
Cynthia Ann O'Connell, Ft. Meade 
Donald H Rottman, Adelphi 
Charles E. Schaefer, Bowie 
Walter O. Weatherington, Bowie 
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Walter Reed Visits 

Three Post 66 members went to Walter Reed on September 16, 2008, to visit our Wounded Warriors.  
Each soldier we met was very upbeat, despite their serious injuries.  They look forward to having visitors 
which helps them to keep their spirits high.  On this trip, we were able to give backpacks and postage 
stamps to them. 
 
We should all make a concerted effort to attend one of these visits to show our support for their service 
and sacrifices.  The Visitor’s Bureau only schedules visits during the work week, so if you work, you too 
must make a small sacrifice by taking a day off from work to go to Walter Reed. We try to go every other 
month.  The next visit will be in mid-November.  Sign up at the bar with your name and telephone 
number or call me at 301-262-8589 to get on the list for the November or future visits. 
 
Roger Goll 
Walter Reed Visit Coordinator 

Toys for Tots Campaign 

This year’s campaign starts November 15 and ends December 15, 2008.   Please 
donate new toys only, no used items.   
 
Cash donations are also welcomed.  We will use donations to purchase additional 
items  that may not have been donated.  Please make checks payable to American 
Legion Post 66.  You may drop toys off at our Post or at the D.A.V. on Maryland 
Route 197. 

Pat Lamb 
Toys for Tots Coordinator 

Operation Christmas Tree 
Why not bring a little bit of the Christmas spirit to our service men and women 
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan with Operation Christmas Tree? 

Operation Christmas Tree will send a two-foot, live Christmas tree, complete with 
battery powered lights and decorations, to our heroes serving in Iraq and 
Afghanistan for only $25.00, including postage.  You may designate someone 
specific, friend or relative, by providing their address, or just make an anonymous 
donation for a tree, which  will be delivered to a deserving hero. 

Checks should be made payable to:  Support Military Heroes (earmark “Operation 
Christmas Tree”), P. O. Box 391, Westminster, Maryland 21158 

Donations can also be made online.  For more information about Support Military 
Heroes and Operation Christmas Tree, please visit their website:  
www.supportmilitaryheroes.org. 
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Turkey Shoots 

Turkey shoots have started for the 
season.  Every Sunday at the Post, 
starting at 9:00 a.m., the shoot starts 
behind the Pavilion.  The cost is $66.00 
for 18 shots.  You bring the 12-guage 
shotgun, and we supply everything else 
(targets, ammo, and prizes).  The prizes 
include turkeys (of course!), bacon, pork, 
and $$$!  Come on out for a chance to win 
some great prizes and bragging rights.   
 
Before starting the Turkey Shoots, come 
on out for a home-cooked breakfast 
prepared by the Auxiliary.  The price for 
your meal varies, depending on how 
hungry you are!  Enjoy a great meal and 
at the same time, 
help to support the 
Auxiliary’s 
programs.  You 
don’t have to enter 
the Turkey Shoot to 
enjoy the breakfast! 
 

American Legion License Tags 

Have you seen cars with American Legion license plates and wondered how you might get them for your 
car/truck/SUV?  Since we know that some of you want to show your Legion pride, here is some very basic 
information about the program. 

Organizational license plates are available for display on cars, trucks, and SUV’s.  You must be a member 
in good standing, and remain in good standing, with your organization to qualify. The legion charges a 
$2.00 processing fee and the MVA will charge a one time $25.00 fee for the plates. Thereafter you pay 
your regular registration fee with no surcharge for the plates. 

Legion organizational license plates are available for members of the American Legion, the American 
Legion Auxiliary, and the Sons of the American Legion. 

The specific instructions for acquiring the license plates are too long to print here in the newsletter, so 
they will be posted on the Post website at www.alpost66.org/legion-tags . You can also contact the 
Adjutant of your organization for complete information or with any questions about the program. 

 
 

Marine Corps Anniversary 
The United States Marine Corps anniversary is the first 
Monday in November.  The Corps was originally organized 
as the Continental Marines on November 10, 1775. The 
Marine Corps has served in every American armed conflict 
and attained prominence in the 20th century when its 
theories and practice of amphibious warfare proved 
prescient and ultimately formed the cornerstone of the 
Pacific campaign of World War II. By the mid 20th century, 
the Marine Corps had become the dominant theorist and 
practitioner of amphibious warfare. Its ability to respond 
rapidly to regional crises gives it a strong role in the 
implementation and execution of American foreign policy. 

Pearl Harbor 
The December 7, 1941, Japanese raid on Pearl Harbor was 
one of the great defining moments in history. A single 
carefully-planned and well-executed stroke removed the 
United States Navy's battleship force as a possible threat to 
the Japanese Empire's southward expansion. America, 
unprepared and now considerably weakened, was abruptly 
brought into the Second World War as a full combatant. 
December 7 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, is held at 
Southern Maryland Post 136 at 7:00 p.m. 
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Apply this Idea to any 
of  Your Groups! 
 
The following bulletin appeared in a church 
publication; however it would fit appropriately in 
nearly any type of publication. 
 
"Do you know how many members of the Tate family 
belong to our church?  There is old man DicTate, 
who wants to run everything, while Uncle RoTate 
tries to change everything. Their sister AgiTate stirs 
up plenty of trouble, with help from her husband 
IrriTate. When new projects are suggested for the 
parish, HesiTate and his wife VegeTate want to wait 
until next year.  Then there is Aunt Imi Tate, who 
wants our parish to be like all the others. And, of 
course, there is the black sheep of the family, 
AmpuTate, who has cut himself off from the church. 

But not all the Tates are bad. Brother FaciliTate is 
quite helpful in church projects. Cousins Cogi Tate 
and MediTate always think things over and lend a 

steadying hand. And finally, there is that 
delightfully happy member of the family, Miss 
FeliciTate."  I hope you noticed that it ends on a 
positive note. 

All of us have people in our organization like one or 
more members of the Tate family. Question: Which 
"Tate" family includes you? All of us belong to one of 
them.  The first "Tate" family is made up of losers. 
The second "Tate" family consists entirely of 
winners.” 

You can change your name from Jones to Smith by 
getting married or going through the courts, 
however you can join the winning "Tate" family by 
making the right choice. So come on and join the 
winning "Tate" family. They're nice folks to be 
around. They get things done. Take that step, and 
I'll see you at the top!  
 
With credit for the above to Zig Ziglar, Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists. 

Rally the Troops 

The membership renewals for the American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 66, were mailed on September 1, 
2008.  The Southern Maryland (SMD) membership, 
aka “our troops”, has answered this call to service. 
We have received 153 Senior and 14 Junior 
renewals to date.  Thanks to all who sent in the 
renewals. You are all invited to attend the Early 
Bird Dinner on November 15, 2008.   

 
Unfortunately, the “Kilroy was 
here” plaque visited SMD on a few 
occasions.  Why is this bad?  Our 
District had the lowest renewal 
percentage.  Our Auxiliary is only 
at 60 percent of goal for this year.   

I would like to make goal of 273 members before the 
year’s end.   

 

 

WE CAN DO IT!  We don’t want Kilroy 
to make it back to SMD, so please do 
your part by sending your renewal.  
Remember that if I get your renewal 
before November 11, you too can attend 
the Early Bird dinner. 

I have received feedback from Unit members that 
didn’t receive their renewal notice.  If this is the 
case, just send your address and dues to the Post.  I 
will verify your address, and make any necessary 
corrections with the Department. Senior member 
dues are $12.00, and Juniors are $2.00. Please, 
return your membership as soon as you can. 

I wish to thank all of you for your assistance in our 
efforts to get the Post’s, and the Southern Maryland 
District’s, membership goals realized.  Go ahead, 
blow your bugle, march to beat, and show your pride 
in your membership in the American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 66. 

Susan M. Beckwell 
Auxiliary Membership Chairperson 
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Things to See and Do 
Sitting around with nothing to do and wondering 
what’s out there to keep you amused?   Here are 
some local military and American-themed activities 
in which you might be interested. 

Arlington National Cemetery.   Arlington 
National Cemetery was established in 1864, as the 
second National Cemetery in the United States to 
be administered by the U.S. Army (the first is 
located on the grounds of the Armed Forces 
Retirement Home, in Washington, DC).  There are 
Veterans and other exceptional individuals buried 
at Arlington from the Revolutionary War to the 
present military action in Iraq and Afghanistan  
The Tomb of the Unknowns is guarded 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year, and in any weather by Tomb 
Guard sentinels. Sentinels, all volunteers, are 
considered to be the best of the elite 3rd U.S. 
Infantry (The Old Guard), headquartered at Fort 
Myer, Virginia.  There is no cost to visit.  Check the 
website for more information at:  
www.arlingtoncemetery.org 

Berkeley Plantation, Charles City, Virginia.  
Did you know that “Taps” was composed at 
Berkeley Plantation?  A plaque there notes “General 
Daniel Butterfield, stationed here in 1862 with 
McClellan’s Army of the Potomac, composed the 
famous tune the “Taps”.  The general’s bugler, O.W. 
Norton, left a remarkable account of this fact in his 
book “Army Letters”.  “Taps” is now played 
whenever a man is buried with military honors 
anywhere in the United States.”   

Berkeley Plantation was the home of the Harrison 
family, which includes a Signer of the Declaration of 
Independence and two American Presidents.  Other 
firsts are the first Thanksgiving in America (beat 
out the Pilgrims!), first whiskey distillery (1621), 
and one of the first shipyards in the new world. 
 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Richmond, 
Virginia.   If you visit Berkeley, it is a short hop 
into Richmond to visit St. John’s, a National 
Historic Landmark.  Its biggest claim to fame is 
that Patrick Henry gave his “Give me liberty, or 
give me death!” speech here during the second 
Virginia revolutionary convention in 1775, calling 
for American independence.   
 
The Star Spangled Banner Flag House and 
Museum, in Baltimore, Maryland, was built in 
1793 and was home to Mary Pickersgill, and the 
location where she sewed the Star-Spangled Banner, 
the garrison flag that flew over Fort McHenry during 
the War of 1812 (summer 1814, during the Battle of 
Baltimore).  The Star-Spangled Banner was the 
inspiration for our National Anthem, written by 
Francis Scott Key.  The museum contains furniture 
and antiques and Pickersgill family items.  A large 
museum was built next to the house and it contains 
exhibits on the War of 1812 and the Battle of 
Baltimore.  This house was also designated as a 
National Historic Landmark.   
 
As a special note, the National Museum of 
American History, Washintgon, DC, is 
reopening on November 21, 2008, after a 2-year 
closure for renovations.  The original Star-Spangled 
Banner will be back on display in the museum. 

E-mail Address Request 
Last newsletter, I asked members to provide their e-mail addresses if they would like to join the Post e-
mail distribution list. Since that time we have set up a formal list-serv program: “66enews.” 

Our list-serv is an announcement-only e-mail group. Messages can only be sent by designated persons. 
Your e-mail address is completely confidential and is not shared with anyone. At this time, only the Post 
Commander and Adjutant can send messages to our group by using this service. 

We have added your e-mail address to our list if you previously provided us your email address or it is in 
National Legion records. A couple of messages have already been sent to the list. If you want to add (or re-
move) your e-mail address, log on to the Post website and click on the e-mail sign-up link on the home page 
and follow the instructions. It will only take you a couple of minutes and you will begin receiving occa-
sional e-mail updates about our Post or programs. 

Ray Hart 
Post Webmaster 



 
 

Your Ad 
Could Be Here ! 
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The Marketplace 
Publish your ad in the newsletter and reach the entire Post 66 American Legion Family. 

 

Super Bowl TV Raffle 
Mitsubishi WD 65735 DLP-HDTV 
65-inch, 1080p, 16:9, 1920 x 1080 

Tickets $10.00 each. 
Drawing will be held at the end of the Super Bowl Party. 

Proceeds used to purchase a new TV for the Post. 
Purchase your ticket at the Post. 

 

Forms for ads are available at the Post. Mail or leave your ad request and payment at the Post to the attention of Newsletter 
Editor by: December 15, 2008, in order to be printed in the next edition. Ads cost $50.00 per issue or 6 issues for $250.00. 

Bar Specials 

Two for Tuesday    Whiney Wino 
Wednesday  

Thirsty   
Thursday      

 
2 beers for $2 

 
2 wines for $3 

 
.50 cent drafts 

   

Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry - PLEASE HELP!  

There is a continuing need for donations to the Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry.  Food (boxed and canned non-perishable items), paper 

products (paper towels, tissues), baby items (disposable diapers, wipes) are in great need all year long. Bring these items to the Post, and 

drop them off in the white plastic container in the social quarters.  Alternately, if you can donate money, please drop it off at the Post in 

an envelope marked “Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry”.  Thanks for all of your support! 
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In Flanders Fields 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amidst the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

 

 

 

 

 

Major John McCrae of the Canadian 
Army is best known for his famous 
war poem "In Flanders Fields," 
written following the 1915 battle in 
the Ypres salient. McCrea composed 
the poem while sitting in the back of 
an ambulance, looking out on a 
nearby cemetery filled with wild 
poppies. 


