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Special points 
 of interest: 

• We had our joint installation of 
officers ceremonies on July 23, 
2008, with many honored 
guests from National and the 
State of Maryland in attendance. 

• Congratulations to J.D. Larson 
on being elected as the 
Department of Maryland’s 
Sergeant at Arms. 

• Congratulations to Rich 
Beckwell on being recognized as 
Post 66 Legionnaire of the Year!  
See photo on back page. 
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This newsletter is published on 
the Post’s website.  One copy 
is sent by mail to each Post 66 
family residence. If your resi-
dence does not need a mailed 
copy, please send a note to 
newsletter@alpost66.org   
and ask to be removed from 
the mailing list.  Getting your 
newsletter from the website 
means you will get it faster and 
save the Post  printing and 
postage costs. 

Greetings to all Disney-Bell Family 
members.  We are off and running 
with a new Legion year.  The joint 
installation of officers was held on 
July 23rd, we had a great turn out and 
a wonderful meal.  I look forward to 
working with Auxiliary President Lois 
VanSickle,  S.A.L. Commander Jimmy 
Clark, and Legion Rider Director Tom 
Atkins in the coming months.  
Congratulations to Disney-Bell Post 66 
Legionnaire of the Year, Richard 
Beckwell.  Thank you to the Auxiliary 
and Squadron for setting up the hall, 
cooking a wonderful meal, and clean-
up details.  I received numerous         
e-mails from our Department, District, 
and County guests complementing the 
food, service, and installation 
program. 

We are going to attack this year as a 
family. Working together the Legion, 
Auxiliary, S.A.L., and Legion Riders 
are planning several joint events and 
family activities throughout the year.  
I look forward to seeing you around 
the Post at these events and as always 
we can use your help.  Our first efforts 
will be Family Movie Night  and the 
Children’s Halloween Party.  Watch 
the website and announcements at the 
Post home for dates and times. 

Friday night dinners will resume in 
September and the Post is joining the 
fun with a fish fry the fourth Friday of 
each month.  Returning are the Honor 
Guard Steak Night, the S.A.L. “half 
baked chicken”, and the Auxiliary 

dinners.  Sign-up sheets are posted 
each week.  Stop by and enjoy an 
inexpensive meal and great fellowship 
each week.  Watch for “kid’s meal” 
selections at several of these Friday 
night dinners.  Shrimp Night is the 
second Saturday of each month.  Social 
Quarter’s gossip says the Squadron’s 
fantastic “Tuesday Sandwich Night” 
will return in October. 

1st Vice Commander Brian Goldman 
and Adjutant Brian Frye are busy 
working the 2009 membership 
renewals.  As of this newsletter, we 
are about 52 percent of goal.  
Department objective is to be 50 
percent by September 5th and well on 
our way to 100 percent by November 
11, 2008.  Please send in your 2009 
dues as soon as possible or go to our 
website and use the link to National 
for on-line payment.   

(Continued on page 7) 
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Post Officers 
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The American Legion 
Disney-Bell Post 66 

9605 Old Laurel-Bowie Road 
Bowie, Maryland 20720 

 
 

Phone:   301-464-9814 
Fax:   301-805-6832 
E-mail:  alpost66@comcast.net 
Website:  www.alpost66.org 
 

Disney-Bell Family News is published 
bi-monthly (6 issues per year). 

 
 
 
 
We welcome your news, ideas, suggestions, 
comments, or questions for the next issue 
of the Disney-Bell Family News. 
 
E-mail us at: newsletter@alpost66.org 
or leave it at the Post to the attention  
of: Ray Hart. 

Monthly Meeting Schedule  

• S.A.L. Squadron 66    2nd Monday  

• Post 66 - Executive Committee   2nd Wednesday  

• Auxiliary Unit 66    3rd Wednesday  

• Post 66 - Membership    4th Wednesday  

• American Legion Riders   4th Thursday  

All Meetings Begin Promptly at 7:30 p.m. 

POST STANDING COMMITTEES 

Committees and Special Events       Committee Leader 

Finance Committee      Charlie Milstead 

House/Entertainment Committee     Don Suloman 
     Armed Forces Day Picnic      <vacant> 
     Fourth of July Post Picnic      <vacant> 
     Turkey Shoot Committee      Dan Healy 

Membership Committee      Brian Goldman 

Patriotism and Youth Committees 
     Baseball Commissioner      <vacant> 
     Flag Education      Sonny Frank 
      Brian Frye 
     Oratorical Contest      Phoebe LeMaster 
      Brian Frye 
     Scholarship      Phoebe LeMaster 
     Scouts      Linda C. Ryan 
     Children & Youth      Brian Frye 
      Phoebe LeMaster 
     Children’s Easter Egg Hunt      <vacant> 
     Children’s Halloween Party      <vacant> 
     Children’s Christmas Party      Lois Van Sickle 

Veterans Committees 
     Honor Guard      Darby McNeill      
     Veterans Support      Toni King 
      Eddie Thompson 
     National Defense      Tom Atkins 
     224th AMSC Event Sponsors      Legion Riders 

Committee Volunteer Opportunities.  Some of our committees 
need leadership and all of them can use help. If you have a little 
time available and would like to become more involved with your 
Post, contact the committee leader or the Commander and express 
your interest. Send an e-mail to alpost66@comcast.net. 
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Monday September 8th S.A.L. Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday September 10th Executive Committee Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday September 17th Auxiliary Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday September 24th General Membership Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday September 25th American Legion Riders Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday October 8th Executive Committee Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Monday October 13th S.A.L. Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday October 15th Auxiliary Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday October 22nd General Membership Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday October 23rd American Legion Riders Meeting; 7:30 p.m. 

Organizational Meetings 

Friday September 5th Steak/Shrimp Night - Honor Guard; 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Friday September 12th Friday Night Dinner - Auxiliary; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday September 13th Shrimp Night; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Friday September 19th Friday Night Dinner - S.A.L.; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Friday September 26th Friday Night Dinner - Post; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Tuesday Weekly October Sandwich Night - S.A.L.; 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Friday October 3rd Steak/Shrimp Night - Honor Guard; 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Friday October 10th Friday Night Dinner - Auxiliary; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday October 11th Shrimp Night; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Friday October 17th Friday Night Dinner - S.A.L.; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Friday October 24th Friday Night Dinner - Post; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
Friday October 31st Taco Night - Auxiliary; 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Meals  
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Post Activities 

Saturday September 20th S.A.L. Car Show (see article page 4 and flyer page 15) 

Saturday October 4th S.A.L Crab Feast (see article page 4) 
Saturday October 11th S.A.L. Oldies Dance (see article page 4) - Tentative 
Sundays Every Sunday 

Starting on 
October 19 

Post Turkey Shoots and Auxiliary Breakfasts; orders 
for Breakfasts start being taken at 8:00 a.m. and the 
Turkey Shoots start at 9:00 a.m. 

Saturday October 25th Children’s Halloween Party 
Holidays and 
Celebrations 

September and 
October 

Holidays are Labor Day on September 1 and Columbus 
Day on October 13. 
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It only happens one night…in one room...once a 
year.  We gather some of the greatest minds 
together and plot a course that will determine our 
future as we know it.  Lucky for you, these great 
minds I speak of are S.A.L. members.  Hey, I know 
what you’re thinking.  We did however manage to 
plan our upcoming functions for the remaining and 
following year. 
 
Since autumn is here, two of our big events are right 
around the corner.  Our 13th Annual Car Show will 
be held on September 20, 2008 (rain date: 
September 27).  Registration for the show will be 
from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon with the show following 
until 3:00  p.m.  The cost is $12.00 to pre-register or 
$15.00 the day of the show.  Registration forms can 
be found at the Post or the Post's website.  As 
always, free admission for all spectators.  Food and 
drinks will be available so get off your asphalt and 
come down to the show. See the flyer on page 15. 
 
Our next big function is our Crab 
Feast.  This annual event will be 
held October 4, 2008, and will 
include steamed crabs, fried chicken, 

potato salad, corn on the cob, coleslaw, baked beans, 
draft beer, and soda.  Tickets will be available at the 
Post. 
 
After a well deserved break, the Friday Night 
Dinner and Tuesday Sandwich Night crews will be 
donning aprons once again.  Friday Night Dinners 
will be starting September 19, 2008, and are from 
6:30 – 8:00 p.m., sign-up required.  Don't miss out 
on the plate busting, need two hands to carry, can I 
get a doggie bag "half-baked chicken".  Also, 
Tuesday Sandwich Night will begin October 7, 2008, 
and run through April 2009.  Tuesday Sandwich 
Nights are 5:00 - 7:00 p.m., no reservations needed.  
Come hungry, leave full! 
 
New events!  At the time of writing this article, we 
are tentatively planning two new events.   
 
The first is an Oldies Dance on October 
11, 2008.  That’s right, all you rug cutters 
can shake, twist, and groove to the music 
from the live band out in the pavilion. 

(Continued on page 5) 

A new year is upon us with much to look forward 
to.  Excitement prevails as this is going to be a Very 
Successful and FUN year!  We have many events 
scheduled and we know you are all looking forward 
to our dinners, which start September 12, 2008, at 
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Remember the sign up sheet 
is located at the bar, it is important we get an 
accurate count so that we can plan accordingly.  We 
look forward to the camaraderie of our Post 
members to share in a dinner once a week and want 
to ensure there is enough food for all.  We would 
like to thank you all in advance for your 
cooperation. 
 

Our meetings are the third Wednesday of the month 
at 7:30 p.m.  Please plan to attend, we welcome our 
Auxiliary members to participate and learn about 
our program’s support to our troops, community, 
Post, and District. 
We will be sending out membership renewals within 
the next week or so.  Please pay at your earliest 
convenience so that you may be an "Early Bird", 
which will entitle you to come to a special dinner in 
November.   

Phoebe LeMaster 
Secretary, Unit 66 

S.A.L. Squadron 66  

Auxiliary Unit 66 
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American Legion Riders 

Since the end of June, we have had a lot of road 
time and  have participated in the following events. 
 
Post 239 Poker Run.  On June 29, we participated 
in a poker run sponsored by Post 239 to benefit the 
Fisher House.  We had six participants on this ride 
for a total  donation of $110.00 with a total of 292 
miles ridden. 
 
Poker Run.  On July 19, we had three participants 
in a poker run sponsored by Old Glory Harley 
Owners Group to benefit the Police Athletic League.  
Total donation was $30.00. 
 
Casey Cares Ride.  On July 26, we had nine 
participants in the Casey Cares ride, who donated 
$225.00.  The ALR donated $300.00, with a 
matching amount from the Post.  The total donation 
for this event was $825.00 with a total of 196 miles 
ridden.  This ride was sponsored by the Sons of the 
American Legion and all proceeds will be donated to 
the Casey Cares Foundation 
 
Charlotte Hall Poker Run.  On August 9,  we had 
11 participants in the Charlotte Hall poker run, who 
donated $145.00.  The ALR donated $350.00 with a 
matching amount from the Post.  The total donation 
for this event was $845.00 with a total of 169 miles 

ridden.  This ride was sponsored by the US Military 
Vets Motorcycle Club and all proceeds will be used 
to buy necessities for the Veterans residing at 
Charlotte Hall 
 
American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund 
Breakfast .  On August 10, we had nine 
participants ride to American Legion Post 206 for a 
breakfast to benefit the American Legion Legacy 
Scholarship Fund.  We also had three participants 
join us from the ALR of Post 116. 
 
We have a number of rides scheduled for the months 
of September and October.  Check out the ALR 
schedule of events posted on the Post’s website.    
 
The ALR of Post 116 will be participating in the 
American Legion Legacy Scholarship run from 
Indianapolis to Phoenix.  At the conclusion of the 
run, they will be presenting two checks for us, one 
for $1,000.00 from the Post and one for $1,000.00 
from the ALR of Post 66. 
 
Tom Atkins 
Director 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES WANTED!!! 
We are collecting Post members’ e-mail addresses so that we can send out periodic news updates             
in-between issues of the newsletter.  If you would like to be included in this program, please send your 
full name and e-mail address to:  alpost66@comcast.net. 

We are also planning a free Movie 
Night following the Honor Guard 
Dinner in November.  After dinner, 
come relax and let the food settle 
while watching a movie or just come 
for the show.  More details for both of 
these events can be found at the Post. 
 
In closing, I’m looking forward to another fun and 
successful year at the Post.  If you are an S.A.L. 

member and would like to join us  at our monthly 
meetings, stop by the second Monday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m.  New faces mean new ideas.  We can 
always use your help.  Don't forget, our 2009 
membership cards have arrived and can be paid 
early.  See you at the Post. 

James S. Clark, III 
Commander, Squadron 66 

(S.A.L., Continued from page 4) 
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Membership Minutes 
This is addressed to my fellow Legionnaires and 
members of Post 66.  This year has started off with 
a membership bang.  We are over halfway to our 
goal of 971 paid members.  At the time of this 
newsletter, we will be over 512 members renewed or 
52 percent and we are ahead of our September 5 
target goal of 50 percent.  However this includes all 
our 101 PUFL (Paid Up for Life) members so we 
look better on paper than we really are. 
 
Almost half of you haven't yet renewed your 
membership and I need your help.  First, please pay 
your 2009 dues now.  Don't put it off until later or 
we won't make our goal this year and that would be 
the first time in 21 years.  My mail has already 
dwindled down to only a couple of renewals a day. 
Second, ask your fellow members if they have paid 
their dues yet.  Lastly, if there is anyone you know 

who is eligible to be a member and has not yet 
joined, please ask them to join our Post.  Also ask 
members you know from other Posts especially 
those that spend time at ours if they would transfer 
to our Post. 
 
Anyone who recruits 5 new members for the year, I 
will personally buy a drink at our bar.  Bring in at 
least 10 new members and I will buy you a steak 
dinner on a "Steak Dinner Night” at our Post.  The 
first member to bring in 25 or more new Legion 
members for the year and I will pay your dues for 
next year.  Where can you find a better deal.  Take 
this challenge and make me broke.  I laugh in the 
face of bankruptcy. 
 
For God and the IRS, 

Your 1st Vice Commander  
Brian Goldman 

Adjutant’s Call 
This is my first opportunity to address you fellow 
Legionnaires, Unit members, and Squadron members.  
I would like to say it is my privilege to have been 
appointed by Commander Mark Ryan to this position.  
When I joined the Post in 2001, I was immediately 
asked to (rooked into) participate in Post meetings.  At 
that time I had no clue how meetings were run, or 
even the whole “pecking order” of the Post. 

I remember very vividly the “grey-haired, grey-
bearded” gentleman sitting to the left of the 
Commander, who actually seemed to be in charge!  
That of course would be the late James L. Pritchett, 
Jr.  As the Adjutant, Jim WAS in charge, leading and 
guiding the Commander in the right direction.  That is 
the duty of the Adjutant. 

Little did I know that only a short time later, I myself 
would be sitting to the left of the Commander as the 
Disney-Bell Post 66 Adjutant.  The chair actually does 
have an effect on you, because the few that I have seen 
sit in it since Jim’s passing have been GRUMPY!  
There is a reason for this. 

The Commander’s job is to lead the meetings and the 
Executive Committee through the year.  The 
Adjutant’s job is to make sure the Commander is doing 
just that.  The other very important role of the 
Adjutant is to ensure that our membership (renewals, 
transfers, and new) are processed expeditiously and 

we stay on track with our membership goals.  
Membership is the “Lifeblood of the American 
Legion”. 

As a new Legionnaire, I will never forget how Jim 
harped on membership and renewing early.  Now I 
know how important it really is.  As he used to say 
“Become an Early Bird and get a free meal”, “Some say 
by renewing early they are losing 7 months, that’s not 
true”, “Save us from the big cash influx at the end of 
the year, etc.” 

The American Legion membership year for 2009 is 
from July 1, 2008, to June 30, 2009.  However, your 
2008 cards expire December 31, 2008.  Early Bird 
renewals are offered for the following year beginning 
in June and ending on November 11 (Veterans Day).  
The goal of the "Early Bird" program is to allow the 
planning and budgeting for the following year. $20.50 
of your dues goes to Department of Maryland and is 
the major source of annual income to budget and fund 
the Department of Maryland American Legion 
programs. Unlike Department of Maryland, dues are 
not a source of income for our Post.  In fact, your dues 
do not even cover mailing and processing costs. Your 
dues can only remain at $25.00 because of the efficient 
operation of our Post.  Consider being an Early Bird or 
sign-up for a PUFL (paid up for life).  Please, if you 
have not already done so, send in your renewal or 
PUFL application now. 

Brian G. Frye 
Adjutant 
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We are working on our 21st Department of 
Maryland “4-Star” award and need 971 members to 
renew on time for the 2009 membership year. 

Subcommittees have been formed for the year.  I 
know the chairpersons assigned are looking for 
committee members and help.  Please offer your 
assistance to help make this a successful year at 
Disney-Bell. We have many activities and programs, 
I am sure we can find a fit for your interests and 
talents.  Just a few of the committees are: 
entertainment, scouting, boy’s state, oratorical 
contest, turkey shoots, scholarships, Bowie High 
School Navy JROTC, membership, and Veteran’s 
support.  A list of Chairperson assignments is listed 
earlier in this newsletter. 

Remember those warm days on the parade field 
when we were young?  Miss those formations, Drill 
& Ceremonies, and weapons drill?  Still have fond 
memories of brasso, blue magic, Lincoln wax, and 
starch?  Our Championship Honor Guard is looking 
for new members to join the team. This is a great 

group of folks who represent the Post, serve as the 
Southern Maryland District Honor Guard for 2009, 
and are the folks who put on our fabulous Friday 
Steak Nights.  The Honor Guard is open to all 
Disney-Bell Family members, the Post pays for 
uniforms and equipment.  Contact Guard Captain 
Darby McNeill for more information. 

Before I close, I want to thank you all for the 
opportunity to serve as the Commander this year.  I 
also want to thank Past Commander Lanham for 
turning over a great Post and all the volunteer 
hours he has given to the Post over the years. 

If I can be of assistance, please contact me by e-mail 
at: cdrpost66@comcast.net.  I hope to see you at the 
General Membership meetings on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 p.m., or around 
the Post home. 

Yours in Service, 

Mark W. Ryan 
Commander 

 

(Commander’s Call, continued from page 1) 

Call for Help - 224th 

Imagine yourself, 10,000 miles from home, and your 
daughter’s birthday is about to happen.  You want 
to send her a card telling her how much you love her 
and how you wished you were with her on her 
birthday.  You go down to the local PX and find no 
cards, of any kind.  You do the best you can on a 
plain white piece of paper, but it just doesn't say 
"Hallmark".  Many of you know from where I speak, 
having experienced it yourself, and guess what:  It 
is still happening! 
 
Disney-Bell Post 66 "adopted" a Maryland National 
Guard Company, the 224th Area Support Medical 
Company (Laurel Armory), that is currently 
stationed in Tallil, split between three medical 
clinics.  What passes for a PX there is for necessities 
of the moment and things don't last long on the 
shelves.  What we are talking about are the 
necessities of the heart.  So, my fellow Legion 
family, we are asking you for your assistance in a 
couple of areas. They asked for greeting cards 
(blank note cards, birthday cards, Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas).  Any cards you 

might have on hand or care to buy would work.  
They have also asked for some “creature comforts”, 
such as small containers of laundry detergent , 
microwaveable food (dinners and desserts), toys 
(inexpensive things to amuse themselves or torment 
each other with), game magazines (crossword, find-
a-word, Soduku) and any toiletries (the lady soldiers 
like the pampering stuff). 

Shipping anything in bulk has become quite 
expensive, which leads me to the last request:  
money.  Mailing these items is expensive and we 
would like to enlist our fellow Legion family to 
assist us in our efforts on this front.  If you feel that 
you can help, please bring your cards or the other 
stuff to the Post and drop them off.  If you wish to 
donate for shipping costs, either send a check to the 
Post (or drop it off) with the memo marked "224th 
shipping costs". 

As a final note, many of the Company are members 
of our Post.  
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Rich Beckwell 
Judge Advocate 



PAGE 8 DISNEY-BELL FAMILY NEWS VOLUME 2008 ,  ISSUE 5

Honor Guard 

The past year has been very successful for Post 66 
Honor Guard and we look forward to many more 
challenging but rewarding presentations 
representing Post 66 and the Southern Maryland 
District.  The Post receives accolades for the very 
professional performances in which our Honor 
Guard represents itself.  A tribute to all our hard 
working members of the Honor Guard; they 
attribute the honor, valor, and dedication through 
their commitment to excellence.   

The Honor Guard is looking to recruit new members 
from our Post.  If you have an interest in 
participating with prestigious events and or 
monumental occasions representing Post 66, the 
Southern District of Maryland and the American 
Legion, please contact myself or Lois VanSickle.  We 
would like to invite all serious candidates who 
volunteer to attend an upcoming Honor Guard 
barbeque in October. 

Darby McNeill 
Honor Guard Commander 

The Flag We Honor 

Let us not forget the symbolism in which our flag 
holds for this great nation and as the Honor Guard  
Commander, I would like to share the following 
information with you. 

For more than 200 years, the American flag has 
been the symbol of our nation's unity, as well as a 
source of pride and inspiration for millions of 
citizens.  Born on June 14, 1777, the Second 
Continental Congress determined that the flag of 
the United States should be 13 stripes, alternating 
between 7 red and 6 white; and that the union be 13 
stars, white in a blue field representing a new 
constellation. between 1777 and 1960.  The shape 
and design of the flag evolved to 13 horizontal 
stripes which represent the original 13 colonies, 
while the stars represent the 50 states of the 
Union.  The colors of the flag are symbolic as well; 
red symbolizes hardiness and valor; white signifies 
purity and innocence; and blue represents vigilance, 
perseverance and justice. traditionally, a symbol of 
liberty 

The American flag has carried the message of 
freedom, and inspired Americans, both at home and 
abroad. In 1892,  the flag inspired Francis Bellamy 
to write the "Pledge of Allegiance," our most famous 
flag salute and patriotic oath. By displaying the 
flag, and giving it a distinctive fold we show respect 
to the flag, and express our gratitude to those 
individuals who fought, and continue to fight for 
freedom, at home and abroad. Since the dawn of the 
20th century, the flag has flown in every major 
conflict on lands and skies around the world.  It is 
their responsibility, our responsibility, to continue 
to protect and preserve the rights, privileges and 
freedoms that we, as Americans, enjoy today.  The 
United States flag represents who we are.  It stands 
for the freedom we all share and the pride and 
patriotism we feel for our country.  We cherish its 
legacy, as a beacon of hope to one and all. 

Long may it wave. 
 
Darby McNeill 
Honor Guard Commander 

LEGION MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS NOW ON THE WEB 
Current Legion members may renew their memberships online by credit card via a secure web link.  You 
will need your 9 digit membership ID number which is on your current membership card.  Dues are 
$25.00.  A transaction receipt will be e-mailed to you.   
 
A link to the online renewal feature has been placed on our Post homepage for your convenience.  The 
Post will be notified of your online renewal and then will mail your membership card to you within a 
short time. 

Currently only Legion memberships can be renewed online. Auxiliary and S.A.L. online renewals are not 
available. 
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The Pledge of Allegiance 
 
This is our Pledge to our Country. You hear it a lot. What does it mean? 

“I pledge allegiance” – I promise to be true 
“to the flag” – to the sign of our country 
“of the United States of America,” – each state that has joined to make our country 
“and to the republic” – a republic is a country where the people choose others to make 
laws for them. The government is for the people. 
“for which it stands,” – the flag means the country 
“one nation” – a single country 
“under God,” – the people believe in a supreme being 
“indivisible,” – the  country cannot be split into parts 
“with liberty and justice” – with freedom and fairness 
“for all." – for each person in the country…you and me. 
 
The pledge says you are promising to be true to 
the United States of America. 

A Call to Arms 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
During this year’s Department Convention, the 
general membership “theme” was identified as “The 
Boogie Woogie Bugle Boys of Company B”.  The war 
eras that qualify for membership were assigned to 
each District in the Department, and the Southern 
Maryland District (SMD) was assigned WWII. 

The membership renewals for the American Legion 
Auxiliary, Disney-Bell Unit 66, will be mailed on 
September 1, 2008.  The SMD membership, aka 
“our troops”, need to answer this call to service.  We 
need your renewals sent in as soon as you can.  Why 
is this important?  The District with the lowest 
renewal percentage will have a “Kilroy Was Here” 
plaque given to them at every Department 
Executive Meeting.  We don’t want Kilroy to make it 
to the SMD, so please do your part by sending your 
renewal early.   

One last thing, for those who asked for clarity 
concerning the Bar Book.  If you wish to have your 
name in the book on January 1, 2009, we must 
receive your renewal prior to December 31, 2008.  
So please, return your membership as soon as you 
can and if there is a change in address, let us know 
so that we can get your card back to you without 
delay.  If you don’t receive the renewal notice, just 
send a check, or cash, with your full name and 
address to the Post.  Senior member dues are 
$12.00, and Junior member dues are $2.00.   

This year three former Junior members are now 
elevated to Senior membership status.  They are 
Amberlynn V.M. Ebel, 18 years, Ashley L.N. Rogers, 
5 years, and Ashley Brook Steele, 17 years. 

I wish to thank all of you in advance for your 
assistance in our efforts to get the 
Post’s, and the SMD’s 
membership goals realized early.  
Go ahead, toot your own horn, be 
an Early Bird, and show your 
pride in your membership in the 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
66. 

Susan Beckwell 
Treasurer, Unit 66 
Membership Chairperson 
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Maryland Boys State 
Maryland Boys State is probably one of the best 
things a high school student can possibly participate 
in.  This encampment is a once in a lifetime 
experience.  While I was there, I learned a lot about 
the Government and its procedures.  I also made 
some very good friends while living on campus at 
McDaniel College for the week. 

Boys State is a week-long camp which is only 
offered to a “select” group of Maryland boys.  At 
Boys State, you learn things that you cannot learn 
in any other high school classroom.  This is really a 
concentrated and in-depth study of all three 
Branches of the Government.  The camp starts by 
dividing the boys into groups called cities.  Then, 
during the week, each city establishes their own 
laws and elect their governing leaders.  These 
positions include delegates and senators to the state 
legislature, mayors, and other city and state 
positions in government.  I was selected as the 
Commissioner of Zoning in Goldstein City. 

Approximately seven guest speakers talk to the 
Boys Staters each day during the camp about their 
work and responsibilities.  Some of them, such as 
Michael Gimbel, the Director of the Office of 
Substances Abuse in the Sheppard Pratt Health 
System, discussed “Drug and Alcohol Abuse”.  His 
comments gave us the chance to reflect on the 
decisions we make each day as individuals and how 
these decisions may affect our lives as well as the 
lives of our family and the community we live in.   
I especially enjoyed John Sheridan, a Special Agent 
Recruiter at the Maryland FBI Headquarters, and 
his presentation about the mission of the FBI and 
working as a Special Agent for the FBI.   

The camp also provides an opportunity to better 
understand the strength of teamwork and a chance 
to make new friends.  Something that I have noticed 

about teenagers in 
high school is that if 
you put a group of 
them in the same 
general area and 
have them wake up 
together at an early 
time and go to sleep 
late at night, 
teamwork and 
friendships develop.  
By the second day of 
the program, I had 
met everyone in my 
city and became pretty good friends with a few of 
them.  In the week that you spend with your city, 
you can learn so much about everybody.  My city 
became a functional team and we tried to overcome 
the other cities in numerous competitions.  Overall, 
this was a very fun and exciting experience. 

I learned a lot about the value of teamwork, 
patriotism, loyalty, and how Government and 
society work together.  At the end of the week, the 
Camp Director and Assistants give the Boys State 
participants an exam on all of the information 
presented during the camp.  If you pass the test, 
you graduate from Boys State.  I am happy to say 
that I am a graduate of Maryland Boys State 2008! 

I am very thankful that American Legion Post 66 
decided to sponsor me and my friends from Bowie 
High School for this exciting camp.  This is a 
memory that will last forever and I hope this 
tradition continues in the future. 

Stephen Giler 
Maryland Boys State 2008 Graduate 

Stephen is a Senior at Bowie High School. 
He will serve the NJROTC program as the  
Senior Enlisted Advisor. 

 

Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry - PLEASE HELP!  

There is a continuing need for donations to the Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry.  Please bring non-perishable boxed or canned 

goods to the Post, and drop them off in the white Rubbermaid container in the lounge area.  There is an especially critical 

need for donations during the months of July and August when food supplies are depleted.  Alternately, if you can donate 

money, please drop it off at the Post in an envelope marked “Bowie Interfaith Food Pantry”.  Thanks for all of your support! 
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Talk About Town 
 
Welcome to Our New and Transferred Post 66 Members! 

On Tuesday July 22, 2008, Toni King was appointed by State of Maryland Governor O’Malley for another 
5-year term as a Commissioner for the Charlotte Hall Veterans Home. 
 
A huge thanks goes to Auxiliary member Brenda Grubb-Graham for all of her hard work during the 
poppy sales drive this year.  Also, Brenda is the one who has been transporting all of the baked goods 
from Safeway to the Post for your enjoyment. 

Welcome “back” to Post member Jeffrey LeMaster.  He has returned from a 6-month deployment in 
Afghanistan on August 1, 2008.  Jeff signed up with the Post while he was deployed in March.  We look 
forward to him frequenting our Post home, along with wife Phoebe. 

Army Reserve Member Cynthia O'Connell, who joined the Post in July, is deploying to Afghanistan.  She 
underwent rigorous training in August for deployment.  She departed in September and will serve 1 year 
as the Commander of a hospital there.  Cynthia will miss her husband John and two daughters, Megan, 
14, and Shannon, 12. 

Our condolences to the family of John Michael Williams, who died on July 4, 2008.  He will be missed by 
his parents Steve and Judy Williams and brother Norm Lorenzen, as well as the Veteran’s community.  A 
memorial service was held Saturday July 26, 2008. 

Our sympathies are also extended to Dave and Cathy Busi on the recent passing of Cathy’s mother.  
Funeral services were held Friday July 25, 2008. 
 
John Jay passed away on August 4, 2008, at the Collington Nursing Home, Bowie,  He is survived by his 
wife Hilda and his two daughters, Sarah Wurdlow, Columbus, Ohio, and M. Ellen Jay, Silver Springs. 

Alvin Becraft underwent surgery and went home the same day.  He had some pain and discomfort but is 
recovering well. 

Clif and Cindy Morvant became the proud grandparents of Braeden Thomas Bakos, who was born July 
15, 2008, weighing in at 7 pounds, 2 ounces, and 20 inches long.  They are so delighted to  welcome their 
new grandson into their family.  Braeden, mom Heather, and dad David are all doing great. 

Tom Atkins became a grandfather for the third time with the birth of his granddaughter, Madison Sarra 
Atkins.  She is his son Steve’s  and his daughter- in-law Jen’s second daughter. 

Del and Rose Billings also recently became grandparents again. 
 
If you have any information that you would like to share about yourself (or any Post member), please send your e-mail to:  
newsletter@alpost66.org or drop it at the Post to the attention of:  Ray Hart by October 15, 2008. 

Russell F. Deatley, Glendale MD (transfer) 
Donald F. Farris, Beltsville (new) 
Bryan J. Gosterisan, Bowie (transfer) 
Paul C. Horton, Odenton (new) 
 

David R. Mullikin, Glen Burnie (transfer) 
Larry G. Oden, Bowie (new) 
Bruce P. Person, Beltsville (transfer) 
Rodney T Russell, Bowie (new) 
Bruce A. White, Odenton (new)  
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Special Earnings for 
Military Service 
 
Since 1957, if you had military service earnings for 
active duty (including active duty for training), you 
paid Social Security taxes on those earnings. Since 
1988, inactive duty service in the Armed Forces 
reserves (such as weekend drills) has also been 
covered by Social Security.   
 
Under certain circumstances, special extra earnings 
for your military service from 1957 through 2001 
can be credited to your record for Social Security 
purposes. These extra earnings credits may help 
you qualify for Social Security or increase the 
amount of your Social Security benefit.   
 
Special extra earnings credits are granted for 
periods of active duty or active duty for training. 
Special extra earnings credits are not granted for 
inactive duty training. 

If your active military service occurred 

• From 1957 through 1967, we will add the 
extra credits to your record when you apply for 
Social Security benefits. 

• From 1968 through 2001, you do not need to 
do anything to receive these extra credits. The 
credits were automatically added to your record. 

• After 2001, there are no special extra earnings 
credits for military service. 

How You Get Credit For Special Extra 
Earnings 

The information that follows applies only to active 
duty military service earnings from 1957 through 
2001. Here's how the special extra earnings are 
credited on your record: 

Service in 1957 Through 1977. 
You are credited with $300 in additional earnings 
for each calendar quarter in which you received 
active duty basic pay. 

Service in 1978 through 2001. 
For every $300 in active duty basic pay, you are 
credited with an additional $100 in earnings up to a 
maximum of $1,200 a year. If you enlisted after 
September 7, 1980, and didn't complete at least 24 
months of active duty or your full tour, you may not 
be able to receive the additional earnings. Check 
with Social Security for details. Their website is:  
http://www.ssa.gov/retire2/military.htm 
 
Information provided by the Maryland 
Department of Veterans Affairs 

Turkey Shoots 

Hi, I'm Dan Healy and I look forward to being this 
season's Chairperson for our Post 66 Turkey Shoots. 

Our first Turkey Shoot will be on October 19, 2008, 
at 9:00 a.m.  The Auxiliary will continue to serve 
breakfast starting at 8:00 a.m.  Please come, 
participate, and have fun. 

In order to have everything fully organized, I will be 
holding a Turkey Shoot Committee meeting on 
Tuesday, September 16, 2008, at 7:30 p.m.  I need 
volunteers to work the Turkey Shoots this season 
and would like you to attend the kick-off meeting.  
Some of the duties will include:  to work the line to 

hand out shells and affix the 
targets; working in the shed 
which may include judging the 
targets; and other 
responsibilities. 

Please feel free to contact me 
at home, 301-352-0608, if you 
would like to volunteer.  If I am not home,       
please leave a message and I will call you back. 
 
Dan Healy 
Turkey Shoot Chairperson 



PAGE 13 DISNEY-BELL FAMILY NEWS VOLUME 2008 ,  ISSUE 5

Diabetes Program 
Announcement 
 
Important New Program Announcement!   
 
The American Legion Benefits Department proudly 
announce a new program called Diabetes Care Plus.  
This could very well be our most important program 
introduction in years.  Diabetes Care Plus is 
provided in collaboration with Veterans Care Plus, a 
Veterans healthcare advocacy group, and AOM 
Healthcare (formerly Access Diabetic) one of the 
nations leading suppliers of diabetes testing 
supplies and personal support. 

Diabetes Care Plus is designed to help members 
with diabetes manage their condition easier. The 
program offers many FREE benefits and services.  
There is no cost to enroll, but for everyone who 
participates including family members, friends, and 
neighbors, the American Legion receives 
contributions from Veterans Care Plus.  An 
estimated 20% of American Legion members and 
15% of the US population are diabetic.  The sheer 
numbers make this a high stakes program for our 
organization from both a health and financial 
standpoint. 

Managing diabetes means managing blood sugar – 
everyday! That includes the basics such as testing 
blood sugar, eating right, exercising and adhering to 
medications.  Unfortunately, many people with 
diabetes wait until complications occur to get 
involved in managing their health. 

Diabetes Care Plus provides the following to all who 
participate: 

• A dedicated toll-free line to make enrollment 
simple. 
• Free delivery of testing supplies (including most 
common brands) directly to the member’s home. 

• Complimentary membership in Club ABC (Access 
to Better Care) which provides educational 
materials, product samples and coupons, and free 
personal care items with every order. 
• Control for Life™, a Web-based self-management 
tool that offers secure access and a personal login for 
diet planning, exercise guidance, and educational 
materials, to name several features. 
• A Personal Care Coordinator who will be familiar 
with the member’s testing needs and will contact 
them when it is time to reorder. 
• AOM bills Medicare, TriCare, and private 
insurance on behalf of the member and completes all 
paperwork, so there is no up-front, out of pocket 
expense. 

A new glucose meter using the latest alternate site 
testing technology will be provided, FREE of charge 
with first orders of testing supplies. 

For anyone currently receiving their testing supplies 
from a drug store or a mail-order provider, 
switching to Diabetes Care Plus allows participants 
to obtain the same products at the same cost or no 
cost plus a wealth of education and healthy life style 
support.  In turn, the American Legion receives 
contributions from Veterans Care Plus. 

Our goal is to achieve 100% participation (YES, 
100% participation) among American Legion 
members who are diabetic and do not obtain their 
testing supplies through the VA.  We also ask all 
American Legion members to encourage others in 
their family and community to participate too.   In 
addition, for those interested in doing more by 
becoming a program advocate, a volunteer hotline 
(1-877-252-0790) has been established to call. 

Anyone with diabetes can call 1-888-759-9845 to 
enroll or visit www.diabetescareplus.com.  Only 
through participation are the benefits realized. 

Information provided by: American Legion, 
Department of Maryland 

Daily Bar Specials 
Margarita       
Mondays           

Two for Tuesday    Whiney Wino 
Wednesday  

Thirsty   
Thursday      

T.G.I.F. 

Margaritas  $1.50 

 

2 beers for $2 2 wines for $3 .50 cent drafts 

 

.25 cents off all 
drinks from 5 - 7 
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Things to See and Do 
Sitting around with nothing to do and wondering 
what’s out there to keep you amused?   Here are 
some local military-themed activities in which you 
might be interested. 

Air Force Memorial.  The Air Force Memorial 
is a national place of pride, reverence and 
remembrance located just outside the Nation’s 
Capital, in Arlington, Virginia. It is dedicated to the 
Men and Women of the United States Air Force and 
its Heritage Organizations. The Memorial was 
given to the nation during its formal dedication on 
October 14, 2006.  The Memorial is open every day 
of the year, April 1 – September 30, 8:00 a.m.–11:00 
p.m., and October 1 – March 31, 8:00 a.m.–9:00 
p.m..  There is no cost to visit.  Check the website 
for more information at:  
http://www.airforcememorial.org/memorial/index.asp 

U.S. Army Quartermaster Museum and 
U.S. Army Women’s Museum.  Since 1957, 
the Quartermaster Museum has preserved the 
history and heritage of the U.S. Army 
Quartermaster Corps, the Army's oldest logistic 
branch. For more than two centuries, 
Quartermaster soldiers have fed, clothed and 
equipped the United States Army.  The U.S. Army 
Women's Museum is the only museum in the world 
dedicated to Army women. The Museum honors 
women's contributions to the Army from the 
Revolutionary War to the present.   The museums are 
located adjacent to each other on the grounds of Fort 
Lee, Virginia.  Both museums are open Tuesday - 
Friday 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and Saturday - Sunday 
11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  There is no cost to visit, but 
donations are accepted.  Check the websites for 
more information at:  
http://www.qmmuseum.lee.army.mil;  
http://www.awm.lee.army.mil 
 
 
 

 
 

National Museum of the Marine Corps.   
“Ooh-rah” is an all-purpose spirited expression used 
by Marines when greeting one another.  The 
Museum opened on 10 November 2006, in time to 
celebrate 231 years of United States Marine Corps 
history.  You are invited to follow in the footsteps of 
Marines: from the yellow footprints that young 
recruits must fill at boot camp to the boot prints left 
in the sand of Pacific Island beaches during World 
War II, in the snow of the Chosin Reservoir during 
the Korean War, and on Hill 881 South in Vietnam.  
The museum is open every day of the year (except 
Christmas) from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  There is no cost 
to visit.  Check the website for more information at:  
http://www.usmcmuseum.com/index.asp 

Marine Corps War Memorial.   The Marine 
Corps War Memorial stands as a symbol of this 
grateful Nation's esteem for the honored dead of the 
U.S. Marine Corps. While the statue of raising the 
flag at Iwo Jima depicts one of the most famous 
incidents of World War II, the memorial is 
dedicated to all Marines who have given their lives 
in the defense of the United States since 1775.  It is 
operated by the National Park Service and is open 
24 hours a day.  There is no cost to visit.  Check the 
website for more information at:  
http://www.nps.gov/archive/gwmp/usmc.htm 

Ocean City Lifesaving Museum.  It is 
surprising that today most citizens are unaware of 
the history and extraordinary feats of the crews of 
the United States Life-Saving Service. The service 
during its official life of 44 years, before becoming 
part of the U. S. Coast Guard in 1915, was credited 
with going to the aid of over 178,000 persons in 
peril on the water. Life-Saving stations were located 
on beaches along the Atlantic, the Gulf, on the 
Mississippi, the Great lakes and on the Pacific as far 
north as Alaska as well as the several floating 
facilities.  The Museum is open June-September, 
10:00 a.m.–10:00 p.m,. May and October, 10:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m., and Winter Hours: Please call for 
hours of operation at 410-289-4991.  There is a 
nominal fee to enter.  Check the website for more 
information at:  http://www.ocmuseum.org 

“Of course I believe in luck.  How otherwise to explain the success 

of those you dislike? ”    Jean Cocteau (a French writer)  



  

 
Your Ad 

Could Be Here ! 

 
 
 

Forms are available at the Post. Mail or leave your ad 
request and payment at the Post to the attention of 
Newsletter Editor by: October 15, 2008, in order 

to be printed in the next edition. 
 

Ads cost $50.00 per issue or 6 issues for $250.00. 
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The Marketplace 
Publish your ad in the newsletter and reach the entire Post 66 American Legion Family. 
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The American Legion 
Disney-Bell Post 66 
9605 Old Laurel-Bowie Road 
Bowie, Maryland 20720 

Phone:   301-464-9814 
Fax:   301-805-6832 
Email:  alpost66@comcast.net 
Website:   www.alpost66.org 

We’re on the web at 
www.alpost66.org 

Rich Beckwell accepts his award as  
“Post 66 Legionnaire of the Year”  

from Past Commander Dick Lanham. 


